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      This excellent, innovative, comprehensive and easy to read text should be essential reading for everyone keen to understand families across the globe. It addresses key questions, carefully blends policy concerns, research issues and theoretical debates, points to further reading and includes a very helpful glossary. It will make an outstanding contribution to family studies and is highly recommended
Janet Walker
Emeritus Professor, Newcastle University






  
              


    
      



 


 
      This has some great chapters in especially around introducing global perspectives on families. The Glossary at the back is really helpful.




  
          Mr Simon Hall




              


    
      



 


 
      An excellent text in every respect, exploring all aspects of family life. The book offers a contemporary information, covering all patterns including employment, family structure and changing government policy.

A key strength of this text is that it is focused on changing family patterns within the UK, which is overlooked with many major texts.

The course is ideal for students of all levels, particularly students at level 3 and undergraduate.

In summary, an essential text for any course exploring aspects of sociology of the family.




  
          Mr Gavin Hatton




              


    
      



 


 
      This is a clear and comprehensive to contemporary families that fits perfectly with our module on 'The Family and the Law'.




  
          Dr Kaz Stuart




              


    
      



 


 
      This book will be really useful for students who are studying on a module called 'understanding families and communities'.




  
          Dr Michael Richards




              


    
      



 


 
      This book is highly recommended for all A Level or undergraduate course exploring the family.

It covers all the major areas of the family; offering a 'global' exploration, with regular focus on the patterns of UK families. The book provides a basic overview of the family, as well as providing analysis on work, social policy and the future of families. It offers the latest up-to-date information, discussing the latest emerging social and family issues in gay marriage and adoption.
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      This book is excellent for students studying 'the family' I have recommended my students buy this book as it gives them a very strong foundation for subsequent study. I particularly like the lay out of this book, it provides the students with questions to check their understanding. It makes clear links to the other chapters where there may be further explanation / expansion. I particularly find it really useful to have a summary at the end of each chapter and recommendations for further reading.
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      This is an excellent and highly accessible introduction to family studies, bringing together concepts, policies and trends in such a clear and comprehensive manner.  Its presentation of relevant theory is unparalleled in its breadth while maintaining clarity and focus.  Its international approach gives this book universal relevance, and its chapter on researching families is particularly valuable for social policy graduates planning their dissertation in this field.  The glossary is also very useful.




  
          Dr Sue Vella




              


    
      



 


 
      We have adopted this book for our new module Connected Lives, as it provides students with a good gounding in the current theoretical, research, and policy issues and developments, which are needed to understand families in contemporary society.




  
          Dr Gaynor Bagnall




              


    
      



 


 
      A useful introduction to  the area of Family Studies. Am recommending as supplemental as the module itself is a policy module and this is more sociologically orientated, but it does help to provide context to the policies we are examining.




  
          Ms Hazel O brien




              


    
      



 


 
      A reasonable text that helps to contextualise the changing nature of famlies




  
           Neill Redmond




              


    
      



 


 
      Good background reading for the module I am teaching in Children and Families




  
          Ms Debbie Amas




              


    
      



 


 
      I enjoyed the layout of this book and the indicators to prompt students to cross reference different issues. This is useful for first year UG students to encourage more evaluation and reflection in their work. Good overall coverage of the main issues (particularly the inclusion of feminist theory and links to research and policy.



  
          Miss Debbie Thackray




              


    
      



 


 
      This is an excellent book that provides up-to-date information and analysis of families in a global context. It explores topics that are very relevant to a wide range of students interested in working with children and families within theoretical frameworks.




  
          Ms Andrea Collins




              


    
      



 


 
      This book is a very comprehensive overview of many of the issues relating to families. It covers research into families, family policy and wider political ideologies that impact upon the family. Relationships within families is explored and work life balance. It is a very reader friendly volume also.




  
          Dr Katie Cagney




              


    
      



 


 
      In a swiftly changing world where disadvantaged families are increasingly finding services difficult to access, this book provides a very accessible text that facilitates increased understanding of the issues families face and the contexts in which we are working.




  
          Ms Angela Hilton




              


    
      



 


 
      A well constructed book that encourages reflective learning.  I particularly liked chapter 3 that placed research methods in the context of families which most students will be able to relate to.




  
           Rosemary Willers




              


    
      



 


 
      A book that is particularly relevant for those practitioners both in health and social care who work with families in a supportive and caring capacity




  
          Ms Mary Scott




              


    
      



 


 
      This book is very useful and provides a good introduction to the focus of working with families and communities. I was pleased that it took an international perspective as this will also be useful for student who are studying comparative education in their final year.

The library has bought copies of the text and it is referenced throughout the course




  
          Ms Louise Gilbert




              


    
      



 


 
      Ch 7 Families into the Future is useful supplementary reading to help students anticipate the effects of changes in families.




  
          Mr Martin Harmer
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