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      Ackland's Web Social Science is unique in being specifically designed for social science researchers.  Although written simply enough to be accessible to undergraduates, accomplished scholars are likely to appreciate it too.  Reading it taught me quite a lot about a subject I thought I knew rather well.
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      This book combines the technical terms with the social science perspective and some important topics in daily life related to private life, organisational, political and economic activities. It is appropriate for scientists and students in different areas – social, engineering, economic – every area that uses web for informing, promoting, exerting social influence and conducting studies.




  
          Stanislava Yordanova Stoyanova




              


    
      



 


 
      A rare and timely entry to the growing body of quantitative Internet research. While most other works on the topic are written by and for scientists, this book represents a social science approach that is more accessible and applicable, with more attention to preparation, processing and interpretation of real-world data. Though primarily for readers in social science, business studies, policy analysts, and alike, the book blends traditional social science and emerging web science into a unique handbook of Internet research.




  
          Jonathan J. H. Zhu




              


    
      



 


 
      Brings the art and science of building and applying innovative online research tools to students and faculty across the social sciences.




  
          William H. Dutton




              


    
      



 


 
      Provides excellent chapters on how to study the Web from a social science research perspective. Although there are many books on theorizing the Internet and the Web, few tackle hands-on research issues. This two-part book (divided into a methods section and example studies) covers a wide range of research designs, tools and data types from many different social science perspectives (psychology, sociology, media studies, political studies and network science among others).



  
          Maurice Vergeer




              


    
      



 


 
      The benefit-and the challenge- of this ambitious volume is that the author considers not only how web data are providing new insights into existing social science research questions, but also how social science can contribute to an understanding of life in the digital era...Overall, Ackland has much to offer researchers seeking to conduct Web social science research: in both the methods section and a section composed of concrete, useful examples, he examines varied research designs, tools and data types from diverse social science perspectives. Summing Up: Recommended.
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      As a relative novice to web-based social research, I have been searching for a book that explains the concepts and different methodologies in accessible language; gives examples demonstrating the practical application of web methods; and does not neglect academic rigour and ethics. This one ticks all those boxes…Ackland’s book is comprehensive and, despite the technical topic, easy to read and understand. The book is particularly valuable for those new to web social science, while it will serve as a handy reference for those with experience in the field.




  
          Christine Bertram, research fellow at the Institute for Employment Studies




              


    
      



 


 
      An innovative book that is helpful for understanding new research questions on the impact of online networks and Internet use. This book can easily convince the reader of the importance of Internet-related research topics [and] it is a textbook that all students in social sciences would be able to read.




  
          Thierry Penard




              


    
      



 


 
      This book provides a comprehensive overview of the web social science. The introduction is simple and well situates the web, cyberspace and online social networks within the domain of social sciences. Particularly, the chapter on social media networks is comprehensive and useful for students to obtain an understanding of various aspects of social networks. The chapters under the section II provide ample examples of web social science from different contexts.




  
          Mr Dilan Tharindu Rathnayake




              


    
      



 


 
      It´s a really interesting book, for Social Investigators as it is very updated and refers to new digital  methodologies.

The book includes aspects related with creation and collection of data trough web, as well as aspects related with analysis, including cualitative and quantitative methodology, so it is a very complete and recomended book.

It includes a 2nd part with a lot of web social science examples, that are really useful for students and all level social investigators.




  
          Dr Marian Ispizua




              


    
      



 


 
      I am no longer in charge of the module but I alerted a colleague about the book as I think it is a very good introduction to the subject.




  
          Dr Monika Metykova




              


    
      



 


 
      This is well written text for novice researcher who maybe interest in exploring social networked approach in open distance education




  
          Professor Micheal Van Wyk




              


    
      



 


 
      This methodological primer provides an accessible and well illustrated account of key research methods for the study of online communication and social interaction. Students found it a useful source book for designing dissertation methodologies.




  
          Dr Dan  Mercea




              


    
      



 


 
      With an increasing amount of research being undertaken via the web utilising extensive on line data bases, this book gives students a significant insight into all considerations of research and the web




  
          Mrs Fiona Porter
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    SAGE Knowledge is the ultimate social sciences digital library for students, researchers, and faculty. Hosting more than 4,400 titles, it includes an expansive range of SAGE eBook and eReference content, including scholarly monographs, reference works, handbooks, series, professional development titles, and more.

The platform allows researchers to cross-search and seamlessly access a wide breadth of must-have SAGE book and reference content from one source.

SAGE Knowledge brings together high-quality content from across our imprints, including CQ Press and Corwin titles.
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