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      This is the polemos of Thomas Docherty, both polemic and war. It is a polemic about the struggle for the university and the right to higher education. It does not just report that war but participates fully in the ongoing debate, taking a position against the market and in the name of the academy. Docherty is one of our finest literary critics whose writing on the university illuminates its corridors. This is another important intervention by a true resistant for critical thought and the university.
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      Thomas Docherty’s Universities at War is a powerful, erudite polemical study of everything that fails to work so drastically in the institution of higher education. Resisting any temptation to proceed with business as usual, Docherty explores and exposes, with wit, insight, and not a little panache, the Realpolitik of the university-as-business. To ignore this book is to be culpable of the crimes against education, in the name of ‘education’, which Docherty indicts.
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      With Stefan Collini, Thomas Docherty is a major contemporary heir to Newman, a defender of a sober, principled, honourable, sophisticated, demanding and by no means idealized concept of the university; this when, in the UK, actual universities sometimes seem increasingly populated by aliens from outer space. The serious intellectual life is in danger of being ruthlessly marginalized, left to a new breed of peripatetic. If this is not to happen, powerful, ferocious, clever, learned books like Universities at War are much-needed.
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      Thomas Docherty not only is a brilliant critic of those forces that would like to transform higher education into an extension of the market-place and a recruiting tool for the conformist prone, low-paid workforce needed by corporate powers, he is also a man of great moral and civic courage, who under intense pressure from the punishing neoliberal state has risked a great deal to remind us that higher education is a civic institution crucial to creating the formative cultures necessary for a democracy to survive, if not flourish. Universities at War is both insightful and accessibl
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      Few people in the UK are able and willing to trace the current university crisis to its cultural, political and economic roots and to challenge the reigning policy orthodoxy in print. None has experienced the war against the universities with anything like the ferocity visited upon Thomas Docherty in 2014. The unique witness of this urgent book demands close attention.
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      Docherty engages with the secular university in its present crisis, reflecting on its origins and on its role in the future of democracy. He tackles the urgent issue of inequality with a compelling denunciation of the ways of entrenched privilege; he offers a view of governance and representation from the perspective of those who are silenced; and exposes the fundamental damage done to thought by management-speak. Docherty is moral, passionate and committed. This is a fierce and important book.
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      'There is an intergenerational fight on for the future of the university. Thomas Docherty’s book unflinchingly identifies what is at stake and with clear-sighted purpose, points to the the path forward'




  
          Dr Tamson Pietsch




              


    
      



 


 
      A book that ought to be in the welcome pack for every university student and member of staff: a cogent critique of authoritarianism within the academy and a stirring defence of universities.
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      The book ultimately seeks to illuminate the ‘war on…the future of the university as an institution’ [1].  Each of the chapters is dedicated to a particular theme, though collectively they are intended to forewarn readers of the consequences that would be the outcome of acquiescing to some of the current trends in the higher education sector.  To flesh out, and to give veracity to, the myriad claims offered in the book concerning the decline of the university, Docherty seamlessly invokes relevant and insightful examples from literature.  As such, we found Universities at War to not only pres
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      Docherty’s thought-provoking book is something that everyone interested in the future of the university institution should read. It helps us to understand from where and why we have come to the present situation. Such introspection and understanding is a minimum condition for transforming this situation.




  
          Anssi Paasi, University of Oulu, Finland
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    SAGE Knowledge is the ultimate social sciences digital library for students, researchers, and faculty. Hosting more than 4,400 titles, it includes an expansive range of SAGE eBook and eReference content, including scholarly monographs, reference works, handbooks, series, professional development titles, and more.

The platform allows researchers to cross-search and seamlessly access a wide breadth of must-have SAGE book and reference content from one source.
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