


Violence is as American as cherry pie.

—H. Rap Brown, black militant of the sixties

CHAPTER PRETEST
Determine if the following statements are true or false. Answers can be found on page 412.

1. The National Commission on the Causes and Prevention of Violence concluded that a history of violence 

is deeply imbedded in the U.S. national character.

2. Serial murder involves the killing of four or more victims at one location on a single occasion.

3. Other developed nations do not experience the levels of mass murder as the United States.

4. A spree murder is the same thing as a serial murder.

5. Black Americans are proportionately as likely as white Americans to be serial murders.

6. The BTK killer was a serial murderer.

7. Nearly all murders arise from some form of aggravated assault.

8. Murder on the job is the leading cause of workplace death for women.

9. Internationally, the United States trails developed nations in school violence.

10. The Clery Act requires colleges and universities to disclose their crime statistics or risk losing 

federal aid.

11. Spanking has not been outlawed throughout the world.

12. The sexual symmetry of intimate partner violence finds that males are far more likely to batter females 

than vice versa.

13. The “Lindbergh law” made kidnapping a federal offense.

14. The subculture of violence demonstrates favorable attitudes toward the use of violence as a means of 

resolving grievances.

History of Violence in the United States
Violence by human beings against other human beings has scarred history from the earliest times. In addition to 

hundreds of smaller conf licts, the twentieth century witnessed two major world wars with casualties in the mil-

lions and devastation, such as that at Hiroshima and Nagasaki, unparalleled in human history. Mass genocide 

of populations by the Nazis, human purges in which millions disappeared as in Stalin’s Russia, and continued 

torture of political opponents in many countries throughout the world made it a frightening century indeed. The 

first decade of the twenty-first century found that such activities have not abated. We witnessed terrorism on 

a massive scale; genocide in Darfur; and threats of chemical, radiological, and nuclear violence, none of which 

suggests that the human capacity for violence is lessening.

Although writers such as Konrad Lorenz (1966) and Robert Ardrey (1963) argue that humans have a “killer 

instinct,” a natural predisposition toward violence and aggression, most social scientists reject this view, arguing 

instead that individuals learn violence, like nonviolence, through socialization. Anthropological studies have 

discovered wide variations in the degree of violence prevalent in human cultures, with a few cultures in which 

violence is unknown. Japan’s transition from a violent, warlike society before and during World War II to a paci-

fist society in the postwar period suggests that violence is not an inevitability. Just as violence can be learned and 

assumed to be a natural part of a culture, it probably also can be unlearned.
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In their report to the National Commission on the Causes and Prevention of Violence, titled Violence in 

America: Historical and Comparative Perspectives, Hugh Davis and Tedd Gurr (1969) indicate that we ignore 

history when we view our present levels of violence as unusual. They claim that violence in the United States is 

rooted in six historical events that are deeply imbedded in our national character:

 1. A revolutionary doctrine expounded in the Declaration of Independence

 2. A prolonged frontier experience, which tended to legitimize violence and vigilante justice

 3. A competitive hierarchy of immigrants that has been highly conducive to violence

 4. A pervasive fear of governmental power, which “has reinforced a tendency to define freedom negatively 

as freedom from” (p. 772)

 5. The Industrial Revolution and the great internal migration from countryside to city, which has produced 

widespread social dislocation

 6. Unmatched prosperity combined with unequal distribution and unequal opportunity, which has pro-

duced a “revolution of rising expectations” in which improved economic rewards can coincide with 

relative deprivation, generating frustration and violence

Glaringly absent from this list is the bitter legacy 

of slavery and subsequent racially motivated violence 

against blacks. The burning cross of the KKK (Ku Klux 

Klan) symbolized the bombings, lynchings, murders, 

shootings, arsons, mutilations, and other violent tactics 

used against African Americans as well as others. In the 

1950s and 1960s, the bombing of churches and mur-

ders of civil rights workers, often in collusion with local 

police officers, aroused the United States to oppose rac-

ism (Revell, 1988; W. C. Wade, 1987). The second item 

in the previous list mentions frontier violence; elabora-

tion of this theme would note that the almost eternal war 

by white settlers against Native American tribes was of 

genocidal proportions, a holocaust that wiped out entire 

tribes as part of stealing their land.

Historian Richard Brown (1969) sums up much of this:

Violence has formed a seamless web with some of the noblest and most constructive chapters of 

American history: the birth of the nation (Revolutionary violence), the occupation of the land 

(Indian wars), the stabilization of frontier society (vigilante violence), the elevation of the farmer 

and the laborer (agrarian and labor violence), and the preservation of law and order (police violence). 

The patriot, the humanitarian, the nationalist, the pioneer, the landholder, the farmer, and the 

laborer (and the capitalist) have used violence as a means to a higher end. (pp. 69–70)

Violence may indeed reflect a society’s values. For example, Americans value “life, liberty, and the pursuit 

of happiness,” whereas their less violent next-door neighbors, the Canadians, reflect a less revolutionary view 

of society and applaud “peace, order, and good government.” The United States has inherited a violent cultural 

tradition, but as a relatively young country, its tradition may not be that much different from the early histories 

of older civilizations of Europe and Asia. The United States is not alone in being plagued by violent crime.

Murder 

On August 8, 1969, devotees of a cult mesmerized and run by Charles Manson brutally murdered pregnant 

actress Sharon Tate and four other guests at her home and 2 days later murdered two members of the La Bianca 

family in an apparent attempt to foment a race war. Particularly frightening in the incident was Manson’s 

Rasputin-like ability to inspire undying devotion in his followers, most of them young female drifters.

Photo 9.1 
Unfortunately, 

violent acts 

motivated by 

racism are not 

relegated to the 

past, as seen in 

the 2015 shooting 

in Charleston, 

South Carolina, in 

which nine African 

Americans were 

killed by a white 

supremacist.
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After the dismembered remains of 11 victims were found in his apartment in July 1991, Jeffrey Dahmer 

admitted killing 17 boys and young men, primarily in the Milwaukee area, over a 13-year period. After 

luring victims to his apartment to take nude pictures, watch videos, and have sex, he drugged, killed, 

and dismembered them. He often took pictures of his victims and boiled some of their skulls in order to 

preserve them.

In 2012, after murdering his mother, Adam Lanza entered Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, 

Connecticut, and fatally shot 20 children and 6 teachers before turning the gun on himself. This was the second 

deadliest shooting by a single person in U.S. history, surpassed only by the Virginia Tech shooting in 2007 in 

which Seung-Hui Cho, a student at the university, killed 32 people and wounded 17 (Effron, 2012).

Each of these cases is an example of multiple murders. Although cases such as these attract much public 

attention, they are relatively rare and make up only a very small proportion of the incidents of violent crime. 

Media, fictional, and popular accounts of violent crime tend to focus on the dramatic tales of murder and may-

hem that make our blood curdle as much as the latest Stephen King novel. The post–World War II period has had 

no shortage of material for such chronicles.

Holmes and DeBurger (1988) estimate that between 3,500 and 5,000 persons may be slain per year in 

the United States by multiple murderers and that even though such killings are not new, they appear to have 

increased since the sixties. Much of the gap in our academic knowledge of multiple murder is being addressed 

by continual research in this area (Egger, 1984; Fox & Levin, 1985; Hickey, 2006; Jenkins, 1988; Leyton, 1986). 

Criminologists agree that at least three types of multiple murder (multicide) exist: serial murder, mass murder, 

and spree murder (Bureau of Justice Statistics [BJS], 1988).

Serial Murder
Serial murder is the killing of several victims in three or more separate incidents over weeks, months, or even 

years. In April 1989, the thirteenth victim of cult slayings was discovered in Matamoros, Mexico, the work of 

cult “godfather” Adolpho de Jesus Costanzo and cult “witch” Sara Aldrete, who allegedly ritualistically sac-

rificed victims in order to “provide a ‘magical shield’ for members of a drug-smuggling ring” (“13th Victim 

of Cult Discovered,” 1989, p. A1). In Philadelphia in 1987, police arrested Gary Heidnik and an accomplice, 

charging them with running a “Little Shop of Horrors” (T. Johnson, 1987, p. 29). Heidnik, who had a history 

of psychiatric problems, attracted women to his house and imprisoned, tortured, sexually abused, murdered, 

and cannibalized them. Police have accounted for at least six victims. In 2007, Buffalo, New York’s, infamous 

“bike path rapist,” Altemio Sanchez, was arrested, convicted, and sentenced to 75 years to life in prison. He 

was so named because many of the numerous murders and rapes he committed happened on bike paths 

(Staba, 2007).

From 1982 to 1984, the bodies of 48 women, mostly prostitutes, were found along the banks of the Green 

River near Seattle. In November 2003, the “Green River killer” was finally caught. Gary Ridgway pleaded guilty 

to strangling 48 young women and was sentenced to life without parole. Similarly, it is estimated that from 1955 

to 1966, the “Zodiac killer” in San Francisco killed more than 50 people in the Bay Area. No one was ever prose-

cuted in these cases. The Green River and Zodiac killers terrify the public, which seems transfixed by Hollywood 

movies such as Silence of the Lambs and characters such as Hannibal Lecter.

A variety of typologies (taxonomies) of serial killers have been proposed. One of the most accepted is that of 

Holmes and DeBurger (1988), who identify the following types:

 1. Visionaries. Believed to be suffering from some sort of psychosis, they kill in response to voices  

or visions.

 2. Mission-oriented. Their mission in life is to rid society of “undesirables,” for example, prostitutes.

 3. Hedonists. These are thrill seekers who murder for creature comforts, profit, or pleasure in life, as well as 

lust murderers.

 4. Power/control. These killers enjoy power and control over helpless victims and enjoy watching them suf-

fer and beg for mercy.

The FBI Behavioral Science Unit, which has conducted extensive investigations and crime profiling of 

such murderers, indicates that the victims often represent someone in the killer’s adolescence who inflicted 

Serial murder a 

series of murders 

over a period of 

time.
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some perceived pain on them (Douglas & Olshaker, 

1995, 1997).

Organized serial killers usually plan their offenses, 

transport their victims, and keep “trophies” (victim 

belongings); they are normal in appearance and socially 

competent. Disorganized serial killers are usually socially 

and sexually incompetent. Both types often return to the 

gravesite or dumpsite, often to satisfy their sexual fantasy 

through masturbation.

Many serial killers displayed what is called the ter-

rible triad as children: bedwetting, firestarting, and 

cruelty to animals. Most were products of dysfunctional 

families.

Mass Murder
Mass murder is the killing of four or more victims at one location on a single occasion. Thomas Hamilton 

(who in 1996 slaughtered 16 kindergartners and their teacher in Scotland), Richard Speck (who murdered eight 

Chicago nurses), James Huberty, Charles Whitman, and George Hennard are examples of mass murderers. In 

1984, Huberty killed 21 and wounded a dozen others at a McDonald’s restaurant in San Ysidro, California. In 

1991, Hennard drove his pickup truck through the windows of Luby’s Cafeteria in Killeen, Texas, and at point-

blank range shot and killed 22 and wounded 23, making the Killeen massacre the worst in U.S. history at that 

time (although 87 died in an arson fire at the Happy Land nightclub in New York City in 1990). Nine people were 

murdered in 2015 in a shooting at a historic black church in Charleston, South Carolina, the Emmanuel African 

Methodist Episcopal Church. The church members were shot at a bible study and prayer meeting. The victims, 

all black, were killed by a young white man, Dylann Roof. He sat with the victims for about an hour before killing 

them as an expression of racism and hate.

In 1993, a Brooklyn man, Colin Ferguson, opened fire in a crowded commuter train on Long Island, New 

York, killing 6 people and wounding 17. Crime File 9.1 describes the Virginia Tech massacre of 2007, the worst 

mass murder in U.S. history.

On July 20, 2012, during a special midnight screening of the latest Batman movie in Aurora, Colorado, James 

Holmes, a disturbed dropout of a graduate program in neuroscience at the University of Colorado, opened fire 

in the crowded theater with an assault weapon. He had dyed his hair orange and claimed that he was Batman’s 

archenemy, the Joker. The assault rifle he was using jammed, otherwise his 100 bullet clip would have resulted 

in even greater carnage. He killed 12 and wounded 70 people. In 2015 Holmes’s not guilty by reason of insanity 

plea was rejected by a jury and he received one life term in prison for each person he killed, plus 3,318 years. He 

is not eligible for parole. 

Spree Murder
A spree murder occurs when killings take place at two or more locations with almost no time break between 

murders (BJS, 1988; Crockett, 1991).

One of the most well-known cases of spree murder was that of Andrew Cunanan, the murderer of 

Italian fashion designer Gianni Versace in Miami Beach, Florida, in 1997. Cunanan, who was HIV-positive, 

left San Diego on April 24, 1997, and 5 days later murdered his ex-lover David Madson and friend Jeffrey 

Trail. He then killed Lee Miglin, a wealthy Chicago developer; William Reese, a cemetery worker in New 

Jersey; and Versace. The largest unsuccessful manhunt in U.S. history ended on July 15 of that year with 

Cunanan’s suicide.

In 1999, Mark Barton, a day trader (Internet stock speculator) in Atlanta, distraught over heavy stock losses, 

killed 9 people and wounded 13 others before killing himself. At the time Barton said, “It’s a bad trading day and 

it’s about to get worse.” Barton had also killed his wife and two small children. Crime File 9.2 discusses the DC 

snipers case and the BTK killer.

Mass murder the 

killing of four or 

more victims at one 

location on a single 

occasion.

Spree 
murder murder 

at two or more 

locations with almost 

no time between the 

murders.

Photo 9.2 
The shooting 

at Sandy Hook 

Elementary School 

in Newtown, 

Connecticut, is a 

devastating example 

of mass murder.
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African Americans and Serial Murder
Wayne Williams, a 23-year-old black man, terrorized the African American community of Atlanta, murdering 

an estimated 28 young blacks over a 2-year period ending in 1981. Hating poor young blacks, whom he regarded 

as racially inferior, Williams lured them into his company with promises of fame in the entertainment business 

and then murdered them when they agreed to perform homosexual acts (see Detlinger, 1983).

Being a black serial murderer, Williams appears to be an anomaly because most media portrayals feature 

white killers. In a thorough analysis of this issue, Jenkins (1992a) concludes that blacks are proportionately as 

likely as whites to be serial murderers. He indicates that

for centuries, the lives of African-Americans have often been blighted by stereotypes, usually nega-

tive, and frequently associating them with crime and violence (Lynch and Patterson, 1992; Rose and 

McClain, 1990). This paper has considered an area where stereotypes imply a diametrically opposite 

Crime File 9.1

The Virginia Tech Massacre

The Virginia Tech massacre occurred on April 16, 2007, resulting in 32 peo-

ple killed (5 faculty and 27 students), and represents the worst mass murder 

in American history. In two separate attacks approximately 2 hours apart, 

Seung-Hui Cho, a South Korean with U.S. permanent-resident status who 

had lived in the country since the age of 8, used two firearms, a .22-caliber 

Walther P22 semiautomatic handgun and a 9mm semiautomatic Glock 19 

handgun, both of which Cho was able to purchase despite his documented 

mental problems, which did not appear on the instant background check.

Cho shot and killed two students at 7:15 a.m. in a dormitory. He then 

mailed a package of writings and a video recording to NBC News. Contained 

in the package was an 1,800-word manifesto along with photos and videos. 

In the manifesto, Cho compared himself to Jesus Christ and expressed his 

hatred for “rich kids” and “deceitful charlatans.” About 2 hours later, he 

entered a classroom building, chained the three main entrance doors shut, 

and proceeded to murder students and faculty. He would unleash a deadly 

volley of 170 rounds, killing an additional 30 people and wounding many 

more. The hollow-point bullets he used inflicted greater injury to the victims. 

Finally, when police arrived, Cho killed himself.

Cho fit the classic profile of a school shooter. He was a “loner,” and 

he felt that he was picked on and made fun of. He was bullied due to 

speech difficulties. He also had a history of mental problems. Several of his 

professors found his writing for class assignments to be very disturbing and 

had encouraged him to obtain counseling. In 2005, he had been declared 

mentally ill by a Virginia special justice and ordered to seek treatment.

Virginia governor Tim Kaine created an eight-member panel to review the massacre, Cho’s mental history, and 

the school’s delay in alerting students to the danger after the first incident. However, no academic expert on multiple 

murders was included on this panel.

The incident reignited the gun control debate, with National Rifle Association lobbyists charging that Virginia Tech’s 

gun-free zone prevented the victims or anyone else from defending themselves. Other countries were aghast at such 

violence but indicated that they foresaw little chance of any changes in U.S. gun laws or gun culture.

FOR FURTHER THOUGHT

1. Why do you think the United States is plagued with more school shootings than all other developed countries 

combined? What policies do you think would help lessen the number of school shootings?

Source: “Virginia Tech Shooting Leaves 33 Dead,” by Virginia Hauser and Anahad O’Connor, The New York Times, April 16, 2007.

Photo 9.3 
Seung-Hui Cho was responsible for the 

worst mass murder in American history, 

killing 32 people and wounding many 

others before committing suicide.
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image, and Blacks appear disproportionately free of involvement in the most serious of violent crimes. 

However, this image is false; and this apparently favorable stereotype is both as inaccurate and as 

pernicious as any of the more familiar racial slurs. Significantly, the very failure to draw attention to 

Black serial killers might in itself arise from a form of bias within the media and law enforcement. 

(pp. 16–17)

African Americans make up a sizeable proportion of serial killers, and this has practical consequences 

for the fate of those blacks and other minorities who are most likely to fall victim to this type of predator. 

Underestimating minority involvement in serial homicide can thus lead to neglecting the protection of minority 

individuals and communities who stand in greatest peril of victimization.

As previously indicated, though bizarre murders and mass murders attract media and public attention, they 

represent the rare and dramatic rather than the typical violent crime.

Crime File 9.2

The DC Snipers and the BTK Killer

The DC Snipers
On October 25, 2002, the nightmare 

ended for the Washington, DC, area 

when an alert truck driver spotted a car 

with two sleeping occupants at a high-

way rest stop in Maryland. The car fit 

the description of one possibly used by 

those involved in the sniping attacks of 

10 and deaths of 3 randomly chosen 

victims, mostly in the Washington, DC, 

metropolitan area. Arrested were John 

Muhammad, age 41, and Lee Malvo, 

age 17. The latter, who was nicknamed 

“sniper,” was the trigger man in the inci-

dents. Because the shootings occurred 

in a post-9/11 environment, authori-

ties had feared a terrorist connection. 

The motive, however, turned out to 

be an attempt by the perpetrators to 

extort money from authorities in return 

for a cessation of the shootings. The 

sequence of murders represented a hybrid between serial and spree murder. 

Begun on February 16, 2002, in Tacoma, Washington, and ending with the cap-

ture of the perpetrators on October 25, 2002, the relatively short time period 

between murders had the quality of spree murders.

The case terrified the Washington, DC, area and mesmerized the 

nation because of the bizarre qualities of the incidents. A tarot card with 

the inscription “I am God” was left behind at the scene of one of the 

crimes. As it turned out, unreliable witnesses had the police concentrate 

on a white van and white driver as the suspect. Many were shocked when 

the actual perpetrators turned out to be African Americans, even though, 

proportionately, blacks are as likely as whites to be serial murderers.

In the trial for one of the murderers, Lee Malvo was convicted of murdering FBI 

analyst Linda Franklin and given a life sentence. John Muhammad was given the death 

penalty for having mentored and trained the young Malvo. Muhammad was executed 

in 2009. (A Supreme Court ruling in 2005 ruled out the death penalty for juveniles.) 

The killings were apparently an effort to extort $10 million from the government.

Photo 9.4b 
DC sniper Lee Malvo, 17
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DC sniper John Muhammad, 41
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BTK killer Dennis Rader, 59
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The BTK Killer
The self-described BTK killer (bind, torture, and kill) terrorized the Wichita, Kansas, area for over 30 years. Arrested on 

February 25, 2005, was Dennis Rader, a 59-year-old city worker in suburban Park City, Kansas. He was charged with and 

admitted to 10 counts of first-degree murder. The killer had resurfaced after nearly 25 years of silence and inactivity. He 

taunted the police and media with letters and pieces of evidence from murder victims such as a photocopy of one victim’s 

driver’s license and pictures of the victims.

Rader was married with two grown children. He had a degree in criminal justice from Wichita State University and 

was a former Cub Scout leader and president of his church congregation. Analysts speculate that he had a great need 

for attention and may have had a felt need to tell his story. Perhaps this need for attention plus arrogance and feelings 

of superiority did him in. On August 18, 2005, Rader was sentenced to 10 consecutive life sentences.

FOR FURTHER THOUGHT

1. Do an online search for more recent examples of mass murder. How are these examples similar to or different 

from the three mentioned here?

Homicide and Assault Statistics
Nearly all murders arise from some form of aggravated assault, and, although the latter generally is not taken 

as seriously as murder, in reality, there is a thin line separating the two. Both offenses entail the use of violence 

as a means of resolving some grievance; in the case of murder, the victim dies. In our previous discussions of the 

shortcomings of crime statistics, it was pointed out that official police statistics such as the UCR underestimate 

the actual rate of crime commission. Although this is true, the accuracy of these statistics varies according to the 

type of crime, and homicide statistics are one of the most accurate.

Generally, homicide is regarded as the most serious crime. A body is present; there may be witnesses; and, 

as a result, such a crime is very likely to be reported to the police. In addition, homicide is the type of crime that 

the public, the media, and the police place a high priority on solving. Because of all of these factors, homicide has 

the highest “clearance by arrest” proportion of all UCR offenses. Clearance means that, as far as the police are 

concerned, the person responsible for the crime has been accounted for through arrest or incarceration.

Assault statistics are less accurate, and figures on rape have been notoriously poor until relatively recently. 

In fact, police and criminal justice professionals have applauded the recent rise in the rape rate, not because 

more rapes are occurring but because there is a greater willingness on the part of victims to report the crime 

to the police. The least accurate violent crime statistics relate to intrafamily violence such as intimate partner 

violence, child abuse, and incest. Such offenses, described in detail shortly, have in the past been regarded as 

family secrets.

Although the willful homicide rate declined from its peak in 1933, this dip may be misleading. Faster ambu-

lances, better communications, transportation, and emergency room service meant better treatment for seri-

ously injured persons, so that many who previously would have been homicide statistics were surviving. By the 

seventies, however, the sheer volume of violence had surpassed these extraordinary means of patching up the 

victims. It is also important to note that, although prior to the thirties the United States had no national crime 

statistics, fragmentary information suggests that at the turn of the twentieth century we had violent crime rates 

equal to present levels. In 1916, Memphis had a homicide rate that was 7 times greater than its rate in 1969, and 

Boston, Chicago, and New York during and after World War I had higher rates than they did in 1933, when the 

first national statistics were published (National Commission on the Causes and Prevention of Violence, 1969).

An estimated 13,280 murders took place in the United States in 2014. There were 4.5 murders per 100,000 

residents. The murder rate decreased 15 percent since 2001.

For 2014, the highest rate for aggravated assault was to be found in the South (271.7 per 100,000 residents) 

followed by the West (226.9), with the Midwest at 206.4 and the Northeast the lowest at 195.3 (Figure 9.1). For 

murder, the South had the highest rate (5.5) followed by the Midwest (4.3), and the West and Northeast were 

the lowest with 3.9 and 3.3, respectively. Using United Nations’ Crime Surveys and World Health Organization 

(WHO) data, the highest homicide rates were found in Southern Africa, Central and South America, and the 

Assault threatening 

to do bodily harm to a 

person or placing him 

or her in fear of such 

harm.

Sources: “Md. Sniper’s Profile Puzzles Investigators,” by L. Parker and L. Copeland, USA Today (October 9, 2002), pp. 1A-2A; “Stalking a Serial 

Killer,” by C. Cloyd, G. Sharp, and A. Murr, Newsweek (December 13, 2004), pp. 31–32; “Police Say They Have Arrested the BTK Serial Killer,” Erie 

Times-News (February 27, 2005), p. 4A ; “Nazi Web Link Eyed in Killings,” by Patrick Driscoll, USA Today (March 23, 2005), p. 1A. 
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Caribbean. North America (defined as the United States and Canada) had moderate rates, and the lowest rates 

were in Western and Central Europe, the Near East and Middle East, and North Africa (Van Dijk, 2008).

Patterns and Trends in Violent Crime
Despite the association of crime with urbanization, crime was basically a rural rather than an urban problem 

during ancient times and the Middle Ages. Walled cities were built to provide protection from marauding high-

waymen (V. Fox, 1976). In the United States, it was not until the 1960s that urban rates for homicide exceeded 

those of rural areas (Glaser, 1978), and in Canada the rural homicide rate still exceeded the urban rate in the 

1970s (Schloss & Giesbrecht, 1972).

Racial disparity in arrest rates is highest for crimes of violence. The black arrest rate for homicide is about 8 

times the white rate in the United States. Wolfgang’s classic study Patterns in Criminal Homicide (1958) found 

that the overall murder rate for white males in Philadelphia was 1.8 per 100,000, and for white males ages 20 to 

24, it was 8.2 per 100,000. These same rates for black males were 24.6 and 92.5, respectively. In the Northeast and 

Midwest, the highest rates for crimes of violence were for recent black migrants from the South to large cities. 

Internationally, lower-class slum backgrounds were significantly associated with high rates of violence. 

Nettler (1982) found that a number of studies indicate that countries with greater inequalities in income 

distribution have higher murder rates. International homicide statistics are questionable, however, because 

totalitarian regimes do not report statistics for government murder of citizens. Suppose you have been tipped 

off that you are likely to be the victim of a violent crime. Whom would you avoid? When? Where? Surprisingly, 

you are most likely to be stabbed, shot, beaten, or abused in your own home or in the home of one of your 

friends, relatives, or acquaintances. Saturday nights are lethal, as is the month of December, when friends 

and relatives get together and drink; summer months are even more deadly. Alcohol is a contributing factor 

in the majority of homicides, assaults, and rapes; it serves as a disinhibitor, causing individuals to have less 

rational control over their emotions as well as less awareness of the consequences of their actions (see Collins, 

1981; Fagan, 1990).

Homicide rates began to decline in the early nineties; however, the rate of homicide by juveniles—particularly 

black, urban juveniles—exploded. From 1990 to 1993, the murder rate for Americans age 25 and older dropped 10 

percent, whereas the rate for 18- to 24-year-olds increased by 14 percent and the rate for juveniles overall increased 

26 percent (Blumstein, 1994). Blumstein explains that juvenile involvement in crack cocaine distribution in the 

mid-eighties led to an arms race on the streets in which fistfights became shootings. Further exacerbating the 

FIGURE 9.1    Violent Crime by Region in the United States, 2014

WV

Aggravated Assaults Accounted

for 63.6% of Reported Violent Crimes.

The South Accounted for

42.2% of all Reported

Violent Crimes.

Firearms Were Used

in 67.9% of the

Murders Reported.

Northeast

181,066

−5.2

231,856

Midwest

−2.2

279,676

41% of Robberies Occurred

on Streets or Highways

(Only 1.8% at Banks).

West

−0.3 South

505,389

2.9

Source: Crime in the United States, 2014, FBI Uniform Crime Reports, Tables 3, 4, 23 (Washington, DC: 2015).
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situation were high levels of poverty, single-parent households, educational failures, and economic hopelessness. 

By 1993, the crack cocaine epidemic had peaked, and crime rates began to decline.

After a sharp increase in the late 1980s, the homicide rate fell steeply beginning in 1992, falling to rates similar to 

those of the 1960s. Beginning in the 1990s, UCR data displayed a disturbing trend: growth in the number of homi-

cides in which the relationship between victim and offender is unknown. The popular press presented this as murder 

among strangers, but that is inaccurate. Most of the unknown murder victims were involved in drugs or gangs.  

In 1993, for instance, 47 percent of victims were killed by family members, friends, neighbors, or acquaintances, and 

39 percent involved unknown relationships. Gun-related homicides were on the rise in the early nineties, particu-

larly among juveniles (Glick, 1994). Female murder rates remained constant or declined. Women perpetrate a small 

proportion of murders, and, when they do murder, they generally do so in self-defense and in marital or intimate 

relationships. “The availability of shelters and other supportive services may be providing some women avenues to 

escape self-defensive homicide as well as lethal victimization by their partners” (Benekos, 1995, p. 234).

The American cultural tradition of violence, combined with certain subcultures in which resorting to aggres-

sion is legitimized, presents a strong predisposition to violence in the United States. These are the raw materials 

of typical interpersonal homicides. The spark that sets off this kindling could be any number of interpersonal 

conflict situations, such as arguments over money, love triangles, threats to masculinity, and the like. Though 

such disputes do not ordinarily lead to violence, the addition of two other fuels to the fire can spell danger: alcohol 

and guns. A surprising number of homicides are what some cynical observers call “public service killings” in 

which criminals kill other criminals, theoretically doing the public a favor in eliminating them. In Baltimore in 

2007, fully 91 percent of those slain had an arrest record, much of it related to drug trafficking (K. Johnson, 2007). 

Similar patterns have been found in Milwaukee (77 percent), Newark (85 percent), and Philadelphia (75 percent).

Typology of Violent Offenders
John Conrad (cited in Spencer, 1966; Vetter & Silverman, 1978) proposed a useful typology of violent offenders:

�� Culturally violent offenders are individuals who live in subcultures (cultures within a culture) in which 

violence is an acceptable problem-solving mechanism. The subculture of violence thesis, to be explored 

shortly, is used as a means of explaining the greater prevalence of violent crime among low-income 

minorities from slum environments of large central cities.

�� Criminally violent offenders use violence as a means of accomplishing a criminal act, such as robbery. 

Mental illness or brain damage characterizes pathologically violent offenders. (Discussions later in 

this chapter focusing on psychiatry and the law and on psychopathy further elaborate on the mentally 

disturbed violent criminal.)

�� Finally, situationally violent offenders commit acts of violence on rare occasions, often under prov-

ocation, such as in domestic disputes that get out of hand. These incidents are frequently described 

as crimes of passion, in which the individual temporarily loses control and often expresses regret for 

the actions later. Although the media focuses on the criminally and pathologically violent offender, 

the culturally and situationally violent offenders are the most common.

Workplace Violence
As of the early 2000s, workplace violence is the number two factor in on-the-job deaths for men and number 

one among women. Women were more than 3 times as likely to be murdered on the job than men. Since about 

1980, the violent victimization rates of women and men have converged. From the mid-nineties onward, the rate 

of female violent victimization was about two thirds of the rate for men. It is worth noting that 9 of 10 female 

murder victims were killed by males (Craven, 1996; see the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health 

website for online resources on violence against women, VAWnet.org.).

The National Crime Victimization Surveys for 1993 through 2009 indicate that on average about 572,000 

nonfatal violent crimes occur annually while people are at work or on duty. Simple assault was the most common 

and accounted for 78 percent of nonfatal workplace violence, followed by aggravated assaults at 16.8 percent, 

rapes and sexual assaults at 2.3 percent, and robberies at 3.1 percent. In 2009, there were 521 homicides (Harrell, 

2011). Of the occupations examined, bartenders had the highest rate of workplace victimization, followed by 

law enforcement officers, security guards, technical or industrial school teachers, and custodial caregivers 
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for mental health patients. The majority of workplace violent crime, 53 percent, was committed by a stranger. 

Intimate partners were identified as less than 1 percent of offenders, and 28 percent of offenders were colleagues. 

The nonfatal workplace crime rate declined 35 percent from 2002 to 2009. Reasons for this decline are only 

speculative but relate to the growing concern and attention by employers to the seriousness and prevalence of 

such incidents. Although men make up over 80 percent of victims, murder on the job is the leading cause of 

workplace death for women. Particularly vulnerable to assault (but not homicide) are health care workers and 

government workers. A survey by the Society for Human Resource Management of 500 human resource profes-

sionals in 1993 found 75 percent of violent incidents in the workplace were fistfights, 17 percent were shootings, 

7.5 percent were stabbings, 6 percent were rapes or other sexual assaults, and less than 1 percent were explosions 

(cited in Swisher, 1994). Protective measures to discourage victimization have included bulletproof glass in 

taxicabs and at hospital admission desks, escort services for evening workers, better illumination at night, more 

careful screening of employees, and limits on the amount of cash on hand.

School Violence
The United States is not unique in having school violence, but it leads the world in this type of violence. U.S. 

school shootings have included the following (Lawrence, 2006; “U.S. School Violence Fast Facts,” 2015):

�� October 24, 2014, Marysville-Pilchuck High School, Marysville, Washington. Freshman Jaylen Fryberg 

shoots five people in the school cafeteria, killing one. Fryberg dies of a self-inflicted gunshot wound at 

the scene. A second victim dies of her injuries 2 days later; a third dies on October 31. A fourth victim dies 

on November 7, bringing the total fatalities to five, including the gunman.

�� December 14, 2012, Sandy Hook Elementary School, Newtown, Connecticut. Adam Lanza, 20, guns down 

20 children, ages 6 and 7, and 6 adults, school staff and faculty, before turning the gun on himself. Inves-

tigating police later find Nancy Lanza, Adam’s mother, dead from a gunshot wound. The final count is 

28 dead, including the shooter.

�� April 16, 2007, Virginia Tech University, Blacksburg, Virginia. Cho Seung-Hui kills 32 faculty and stu-

dents, the worst mass murder in U.S. history.

�� October 2, 2006, Georgetown Amish School, Nickel Mines, Pennsylvania. Charles Roberts IV, 32, goes to 

a small Amish school and takes at least 11 girls hostage. Five girls were killed and six others wounded. 

Roberts then kills himself.

�� March 21, 2005, Red Lake Indian Reservation, Red Lake, Minnesota. Sixteen-year-old Jeffrey Weise kills 

his grandfather, his grandfather’s girlfriend, a security guard, a teacher, and five classmates in Red Lake, 

Minnesota.

�� February 29, 2000, Buell Elementary School, Mount Morris Township, Michigan. A 6-year-old boy shoots 

and kills a 6-year-old classmate.

�� April 20, 1999, Columbine High School, Littleton, Colorado. Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold kill 12 fellow 

students.

�� May 21, 1998, Thurston High School, Springfield, Oregon. Kip Kinkel kills two students and injures 25 

more after killing his parents.

�� March 24, 1998, Westside Middle School, Jonesboro, Arkansas. Mitchell Scott Johnson, 13, and 

Andrew Douglas Golden, 11, kill four students and a teacher and wound 10 others, opening fire from 

a nearby woods.

It is critical that a balanced picture of school violence be drawn. Less than 1 percent of school-age homicides occur 

in or around schools. Despite the highly visible, horrific cases such as Columbine, school-related violence actually 

decreased during the 1990s. Richard Lawrence (2006) speculates that the relative infrequency of school violence is 

the very reason it is frequently covered in the media. He also adds that, although such media coverage has distorted 

the actual risk of violent death at school, it has had a positive effect on enhancing safety and preventing bullying and 

other threatening behavior. The Bureau of Justice Statistics (2004) reports that school crime decreased by 50 percent 

between 1992 and 2002. Crime File 9.3 reports on the findings of the U.S. Secret Service study of school shooters.

Some elements of a solution to school shootings that have been suggested include the following:

�� Better control over the access to guns, opposed by one of the most powerful lobbies in the United States—

the National Rifle Association (NRA)
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Crime File 9.3

Deadly Lessons: The Secret Service Study of School Shooters

In 2002, the U.S. Secret Service released its report on a study of 37 school shootings involving 41 attackers. They 

reviewed investigative, school, court, and mental health records and interviewed 10 attackers.

What We Know
Attackers Talk About Their Plans. Prior to most incidents, the attacker told someone about his idea or plan. In more 

than three fourths of the cases examined in the Safe School Initiative, the attacker told a friend, schoolmate, or sibling 

about his idea of a possible attack before the action. In nearly all cases, the person who was told about the impending 

incident was a peer, and rarely did anyone bring the information to an adult’s attention.

Attackers Make Plans. Incidents at targeted schools are rarely impulsive. In almost all of the incidents, the attacker 

developed the idea about harming the target before the attack. In many cases, the attacker formulated the idea of the 

attack at least 2 weeks in advance and planned out the incident. Quick efforts to inquire and intervene are extremely 

important because the time span may be short between the attacker’s decision to attack and the actual incident.

There Is No Stereotype or Profile. There is no accurate or useful profile of the school shooter. The personality 

and social characteristics of the shooters varied considerably. They came from a variety of ethnic and racial back-

grounds and varied in age from 11 to 21 years. Few had been diagnosed with any mental disorder prior to the 

incident, and less than one third had histories of drug or alcohol abuse. Thus, profiling is not effective for identify-

ing students who pose a risk for targeted violence at school.

A fact-based approach may be more productive in preventing school violence than a trait-based approach. This study 

indicates that an inquiry based on a student’s behaviors and communications will be more productive than attempts to 

determine risk by attending to students’ characteristics or traits. The aim should be to determine if the student appears to 

be planning or preparing for an attack. If so, how far along are the plans, and where or when would intervention be possible?

Attackers Had Easy Access to Guns. Most attackers had used guns previously and had access to guns used in the 

attack from their own home or that of a relative.

School Staff Are Often First Responders. Most shooting incidents were not resolved by law enforcement intervention. More 

than half of the attacks ended before law enforcement responded to the scene—despite law enforcement’s often prompt 

response. In these cases, faculty or fellow students stopped the attacker, or the attacker stopped shooting on his own or 

committed suicide.

Attackers Are Encouraged by Others. In many cases, other students were involved in some capacity. The attacker 

acted alone in at least two thirds of the cases. However, in almost half of the cases, friends or fellow students influenced 

or encouraged the attacker to act. Advance knowledge among students about the planned incidents contradicts the 

assumption that shooters are loners or that “they just snap.”

Bullying Can Be a Factor. In a number of cases, bullying played a key role in the decision to attack. A number of attack-

ers had experienced bullying and harassment that were long-standing and severe. In those cases, the experience of 

bullying appeared to play a major role in motivating the attack of the school. Bullying was not a factor in every case, 

and clearly not every child who is bullied in school will pose a risk. However, in a number of cases, attackers described 

experiences of being bullied in terms that approach torment.

Warning Signs Are Common. Most attackers were engaged in some behavior prior to the incident that caused concern or 

indicated a need for help. In more than half of the cases, the attacker’s behavior caught the attention of more than one 

person. A significant problem in preventing targeted violence is determining how best to respond to students who are 

already known to be in trouble. This study indicates the importance of giving attention to students who are having difficulty 

in coping with major losses or perceived failures, particularly when feelings of desperation and hopelessness are involved.

FOR FURTHER THOUGHT

1. Using a web browser, search the term school shooters and locate some recent cases. Do these shooters fit 

the Secret Service profile? Why or why not?

Source: Excerpts from “Preventing School Shootings: A Summary of a U.S. Secret Service Safe School Initiative Report,” NIJ Journal, 248 (2002), 

11–15, NCJ 190633.
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�� Identifying and helping troubled youths before they attack

�� More involvement of parents

�� More and earlier intervention and prevention programs

�� Antibullying programs

Guns
In the 1990s, the Brady Bill finally became law despite opposition by the NRA. This law required a waiting 

period plus a record check before purchase of a firearm. This was later altered due to NRA pressure to instant 

background checks. Much emotion surrounds the gun control debate, with opponents of control arguing that 

regulation would hurt only the law-abiding, who would be unable to protect themselves from the criminal. The 

law-abiding, however, are also of concern. The very weapon purchased to protect the family against outside 

intruders all too often causes the death of a loved one. Morris and Hawkins (1970) describe the issue succinctly. 

A major precipitating condition of murder in the United States is the possession of a gun. They state, “Easy access 

to weapons of this kind may not merely facilitate violence, but may also stimulate, inspire, and provoke it” (p. 72).

Why such continuing opposition to handgun control, despite clear public support for such measures? The 

NRA is probably the single most powerful lobby in Washington, representing a $2 billion per year business 

with a generous campaign donation policy and a strategic direct mail effort. Yet more Americans were killed 

with guns by their fellow citizens in the twentieth century than have been killed in all of the wars this nation 

has ever fought.

A popular defense of the pro-gun lobby in the United States is that guns don’t kill people; people kill people. 

In reality, people with guns (particularly handguns) do kill people, and it is no coincidence that the United States 

has both the highest homicide rate by far of any developed nation and the largest armed civilian population in 

the world. This widespread ownership of firearms combined with a culture and subculture of violence foment 

lethal combinations.

In February 1998, Great Britain instituted a total ban on private ownership of handguns in response to 

public outcry over the 1996 massacre of 16 schoolchildren and their teacher in Dunblane, Scotland. At the same 

time, there remains an estimated 50–70 million firearms in the United States in private hands. On Mother’s 

Day, May 14, 2000, the Million Mom March on Washington took place, calling for stronger background checks, 

licensing of handgun owners, comprehensive gun registration, child safety locks, limits on handgun pur-

chases, and reasonable cooling-off periods before newly purchased firearms could be taken into possession.

In light of success in suing tobacco companies for causing a public health menace, public bodies, particu-

larly cities, have filed suit against gun manufacturers. In a typical action, the city of Chicago filed a $433 million 

lawsuit against 38 gun retailers, distributors, and manufacturers, alleging they had created a public nuisance by 

knowingly saturating the city with illegal firearms. The city of New Orleans charged that the manufacturers had 

created “unreasonably dangerous” products (Witkin, 1988). In February 1999, a Brooklyn jury awarded Steven 

Fox $500,000 for injuries suffered in a shooting. The jury found 15 companies guilty of “negligent distribution” 

of guns and ordered three to pay Fox for his injuries.

Although heated arguments continue between opponents and proponents of gun control, more research is 

needed on the potential impacts of various policy options (Zimring & Hawkins, 1992). As an example, a large 

survey of convicted felons by Wright and Rossi (1986) suggested the following:

�� Rather than reducing crime in violent urban neighborhoods through gun control, the violence endemic 

to such impoverished areas must be reduced, thus reducing the need for carrying weapons.

�� The theft of firearms must be reduced.

�� The informal market for guns must be interdicted.

�� Mandatory sentences for crimes with guns are ineffective and do not serve as a deterrent.

�� The control of “Saturday night specials” (cheap handguns) would simply encourage criminals to switch 

to more lethal weapons (Bonn, 1987).

It is difficult to target public policy objectives when there is no consensus regarding the essential nature of 

the problem of firearms and high violent crime rates in the United States. A promising intermediate strategy has 

tested positive in the Kansas City Gun Experiment. Police directed patrols at gun crime “hot spots” and were able to 

reduce gun crimes by seizing illegally carried weapons (Sherman, Shaw, & Rogan, 1995). The project was replicated 
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in Indianapolis with much the same results. Sheley and Wright (1995), in interviews with juvenile inmates and 

students in inner-city high schools, found that the primary motivation for gun possession by these groups was fear, 

not criminal activity, gang membership, or drug trafficking. By 2009, the United States had become the Colombia 

of gun trafficking, the shopping center of choice for terrorists and drug smugglers. McKinley (2009) notes:

Sending straw buyers into American stores, cartels have stocked up on semi-automatic AK-47 and AR-15 

rifles converting some to machine guns, investigations in both countries [the U.S. and Mexico] say. They 

have also bought .50 caliber rifles capable of stopping a car and Belgian pistols able to fire rounds that 

will penetrate body armor. (p. A14)

It is highly unlikely that any really strict gun control will take place in the United States given the cultural 

tradition of gun ownership. However, there certainly is room for some legislation that the NRA should not 

oppose. More strict control of sales of guns at gun shows and raffles would prevent the bypassing of existing leg-

islation. Better regulation of semiautomatic weapons whose only place is in the hands of the military is certainly 

to be considered. Thirty-bullet clips or magazines create firepower that the average citizen does not need. Gun 

control is not an all-or-nothing matter.

Sexual Assault
On January 2, 2012, the FBI finally decided to change their long-inadequate definition of rape. The old defini-

tion used since 1929 defined rape as “the carnal knowledge of a female, forcibly and against her will.” The new 

definition is “the penetration, no matter how slight, of the vagina or anus with any body part or object, or oral 

penetration by a sex organ of another person, without the consent of the victim.” This definition includes men 

and boys as victims. Victims groups have long argued that the old federal definition left out many cases that had 

been prosecuted under state laws. A good example of this is the case of Jerry Sandusky, former assistant football 

coach at Penn State University. He was accused of sexually molesting and raping young boys over a 15-year 

period, from 1994 to 2009, in a camp he ran for youngsters. His activities would not count under the old defini-

tion but do count under the new definition. In some instances, state statistics were better than federal statistics in 

that the federal definition left out many cases that were prosecuted under state laws, and they had to be watered 

down to fit the less adequate and more narrow federal definition.

In some countries, rape is viewed as a man’s right or as a crime against the honor of the woman’s family or 

husband, not an offense against the woman. The word itself is derived from the Latin for “theft.” A large per-

centage of rapes are perpetrated against children. In fact, more than half of rape victims are under 18, and the 

younger the victim, the more likely the attacker is a relative or acquaintance and the less likely the rape is to be 

reported. In some countries, women are often blamed and punished for the rape. Susan Estrich, a rape victim 

herself, maintains in her book, Real Rape: How the Legal System Victimizes Women Who Say No (1987), that 

little has changed in the way most rape cases are handled by the courts and that judges still use their personal 

views to decide the victim’s claim. This all depends on whether the rape is viewed as “real rape” or “simple 

rape.” (These terms are put in quotes to indicate that such distinctions are made by ill-informed persons.)

According to Estrich (1987), misperceptions of rape falling into two categories, real and simple, held back 

attempts to deal with rape as a problem. Real rape is aggravated rape involving violence, weapons, and attackers 

and is recognized as rape by the courts. Simple rape is everything else, including date rape, and is dismissed as 

not “real rape.” Victims of simple rape are viewed with suspicion, as not really victims, particularly if the victim 

did not physically resist. In order for it to even be considered rape in this mistaken view, a woman would have 

to demonstrate that she really fought back (show some physical damage to her), or else it would be assumed that 

she cooperated and it really was not a rape.

The women’s movement was instrumental in altering public and official views of rape and rape victims. 

Statistics regarding the extent of rape have been notoriously poor. Women have been reluctant to report rapes 

for a variety of reasons, including the following:

�� The stigma attached to rape, which alleges that the victim either invited the attack or cooperated in it

�� Sexist treatment of many rape victims, who are in effect mentally raped a second time by the criminal 

justice system (the police, defense attorneys, and judges)
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�� Legal procedures that have permitted defense attorneys to probe the victim’s sexual past in potentially 

humiliating ways

�� The burden of proof, which has been shifted to the victim so she must show that the attack was against 

her will and that she resisted the assault

Only recently has a significant proportion of rape victims been willing to report rapes and undertake pros-

ecution of their attackers. The growth of rape crisis centers, featuring counseling and support services for vic-

tims, has been instrumental in this greater willingness to prosecute. Other factors that account for an increase 

in the tendency to report rape include the following:

�� More female police officers

�� Better training of police in sensitive handling of rape cases

�� Changes in rape laws in many states, which, for instance, prevent defense attorneys from probing into the 

victim’s prior sexual behavior

For 2010, the Midwest had the highest rape rate in the United States (31.1 per 100,000 population), followed 

by the West (29.5), the South (27.9), and the Northeast (19.4).

Acquaintance Rape
Many rapes take place within established dating relationships, and most are never reported. Victims often fear 

the publicity, notoriety, and family reaction that pressing charges would entail.

Crime File 9.4

The Problem of Acquaintance Rape of College Students

Rape is the most violent crime on American college campuses today. Most rapes are unreported, perhaps giving the 

impression that current efforts in fighting campus rapes are adequate. College women are more at risk for rape and 

other forms of sexual assault than noncollege women of the same age. It is estimated that almost 25 percent of college 

women have been victims. Rape rates vary to some extent by school, type of school, and region, suggesting that certain 

places within schools are more rape-prone than others. Some features of the college environment—frequent unsu-

pervised parties, easy access to alcohol, single students living on their own, and the availability of private rooms—may 

contribute to high rape rates of female college students. There are no data on the number of college students raped after 

unknowingly ingesting Rohypnol, GHB, or similar so-called date rape drugs.

Ninety percent of college women who are victims of rape or attempted rape know their assailant. The attacker is 

usually a classmate, friend, boyfriend, or other acquaintance (in that order). Most acquaintance rapes do not occur 

on dates; rather, they occur when two people are in the same place (e.g., at a party or studying together in a room). 

Congress enacted the Student Right-to-Know and Campus Security Act of 1990 covering all colleges and universities 

receiving federal funds, and a 1992 amendment to the act requires campuses to spell out rape victims’ rights and to 

annually publish information on prevention programs. A 1998 amendment added important reporting obligations and 

renamed the act the Jeanne Clery Disclosure of Campus Security Policy and Campus Crime Act. Jeanne Clery’s rape 

and murder on a college campus brought to light some of the inadequacies in the college reporting of crime.

College students are the most vulnerable to rape during the first weeks of the freshman and sophomore years. In fact, 

the first few days of the freshman year are the riskiest, limiting the value of any rape prevention programs that begin after 

that. Research has shown that rapes of college women tend to occur after 6:00 p.m., and the majority occur after midnight.

FOR FURTHER THOUGHT

1. What have been some efforts by colleges and universities to fight acquaintance rape of students?

Source: Acquaintance Rape of College Students. Problem-Oriented Guide for Police, #17, by R. Sampson (August 2003), http://www.cops 

.usdoj.gov.
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Though official data suggest that about half of all rapes 

involve strangers, this is partially offset by the victims’ greater 

willingness to report stranger-precipitated incidents.

Parents of a Lehigh University freshman, Jeanne Clery, 

who was raped and murdered in 1986, forced the passage of 

the Clery Act, which requires the publication of campus crime 

rates in order to inform parents and students of potential dan-

ger. Adopted in 1990, the Clery Act, known formally as the 

Crime Awareness and Campus Security Act, requires colleges 

and universities to disclose their crime statistics or risk losing 

federal aid.

Rape as a Violent Act
Rape is often perceived primarily as a sexually motivated act, but most authorities on rape identify it as 

primarily a violent act in which sexual relations is merely a means of expressing violence, aggression, and 

domination. Though our discussion gives consideration to arguments as to whether rapists are sexually or 

violently motivated or both, the classification of rape as a crime of violence looks not at the motivation of the 

offender but at the perception of the act by victims. Similar to the argument that robbery is really a property 

crime, sex (rape) or money (robbery) may be the motivation, but the tool employed and perceived by victims 

is violence or threats of violence and intimidation. For this reason, the author views rape as a crime of vio-

lence. On the basis of their study of over 500 convicted rapists, Groth and Birnbaum in Men Who Rape (1979) 

identify three types of rape:

 1. The anger rape, in which sexual attack becomes a means of expressing rage or anger, involves far more 

physical assault on the victim than is necessary. Groth and Birnbaum claim that 40 percent of their sub-

jects were anger rapists.

 2. The power rape, in which the assailant primarily wishes to express his domination over the victim, is 

viewed as an expression of power rather than a means of sexual gratification. Thus, the rapist generally 

uses only the amount of force necessary to exert his superordinant position. The majority, about 55 per-

cent, of Groth and Birnbaum’s offenders were of this type.

 3. In the sadistic rape, the perpetrator combines the sexuality and aggression aims in psychotic desires to 

torment, torture, or otherwise abuse his victim. About 5 percent were of this type.

Glaser (1978) proposes four categories of rapists: naive graspers, meaning stretchers, sex looters, and 

group conformers. Naive graspers are usually sexually inexperienced youths with an unrealistic concep-

tion of female erotic arousal. Awkward in relating to the opposite sex, they hold high expectations that their 

crude advances will be met with affection by their victims. They possess a strong desire for affection but little 

respect for their victim’s autonomy in resisting such advances. Meaning stretchers are the most typical rapists, 

the date rapists. They stretch the meaning of, or misinterpret, a woman’s or date’s expressions of friendliness 

and affection as indicating that the female desires coitus even when she says no. Sex looters have little desire 

for affection and/or little respect for the victim’s autonomy and callously use women as sex objects. This type 

figures in the stranger-precipitated rape that is most likely to be reported to the police. Group conformers 

participate in group rapes or gang bangs, often following the leader, a sex looter, out of a need for conformity 

and a perverted notion of demonstrating masculinity.

In an examination and criminal profiling of 41 convicted serial rapists (defined in the project as those who 

had committed 10 or more rapes), Hazelwood, Burgess, and associates (Burgess, Hazelwood, Rokous, Hartman, 

& Burgess, 1988; Hazelwood & Burgess, 1987; Hazelwood & Warren, 1989) found that 76 percent had been 

sexually abused as children. The majority of the serial rapes had not been reported to authorities. Such typolo-

gies may not accurately reflect the motivations of typical rapists at the time of the offense. They are based on 

ex post facto (after the fact) case studies of incarcerated offenders and interviews with offenders, which makes 

them prone to post hoc error, the assumption that because one variable is observed before another, it must be 

the cause of that outcome. They are also unnecessarily steeped in psychiatric assumptions regarding offender 
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motivations. In addition, incarcerated rapists are more likely to be of the stranger variety and perhaps either 

more violence prone or more willing to use violence than the nonstranger rapists.

Opinions on victim resistance appear to be mixed. Though resistance (particularly screaming rather than 

physical defense) increases the likelihood of escape, it also increases the possibility of injury.

The criminalization of forced marital intercourse (Sigler & Haygood, 1988), or marital rape, underscores 

the view of rape as a violent rather than sexual crime. In State v. Rideout (1969), an Oregon court challenged the 

marital immunity defense, that is, the husband’s right to force involuntary intercourse. This is now recognized 

as rape in many states.

Finally, an examination of prison inmates is telling. One in 5 violent offenders serving time in state prison 

report having been victimized a child. Two thirds of prisoners convicted of rape or sexual assault had commit-

ted their crime against a child. Inmates who victimized children were less likely to have a prior criminal record. 

Three in 10 child victimizers had multiple victims, and in most cases they knew the victim before the incident. 

In fact, one third committed their crime against their own child (Greenfield, 1996).

Sexual Predators
Another category of sexual offenders is the violent sexual predators who prey on children. In February 2004, 

the nation was shocked to see security camera videotape footage of the abduction of 11-year-old Carlie Brucia. 

She was subsequently raped and murdered. In 1994, Megan Kanka, a 7-year-old New Jersey girl, was kidnapped, 

raped, and murdered by a convicted sex offender who lived across the street from her. Unbeknownst to the fam-

ily, the man had a long record of sexual attacks on children. In response to this incident, New Jersey, and later 

other states and the U.S. Congress, passed “Megan’s Law,” requiring states to inform local communities when 

known high-risk sex offenders are being released into the community.

In some instances, sexual predators have still been able to slip through the net. Some move their residence 

without notifying authorities. Mapsexoffenders.com, launched in 2005, has mapped publicly available state sex 

offender registries onto Google Maps. With 45 U.S. states mapped as of 2015 (and soon to be all states), people 

could type in their address and a map of their neighborhood pops up, along with red flags that can be clicked 

on in order to view the predator’s name, address, photo, and list of offenses. The U.S. Justice Department also 

inaugurated the Sex Offender Public Registry, which links individuals directly with 24 state databases (Campo-

Flores, 2005). The site is now called the Dru Sjodin National Sex Offender Public Website and can be visited at 

www.nsopr.gov.

A related offense, stalking, refers to deliberately and without justification following or surveilling (or both) 

another person. It also includes threatening another person with immediate or future bodily harm, sexual 

assault, or confinement.

One of the more shocking cases of serial child sexual abuse was revealed in an ABC News investigation 

(ABC, 1992a) of former Roman Catholic priest James Porter, who was accused by more than 100 former victims 

of molesting, sodomizing, or raping them when he was their parish priest in the sixties and seventies. A col-

lective silence repressed such memories, until one person came forward and organized an investigation into 

why the Church hierarchy ignored such activity and instead moved the offender from one parish to another in 

Massachusetts, New Mexico, and Wisconsin without warning the new parishes. On December 6, 1993, Porter 

was sentenced to 18 to 20 years in prison. In 2005, defrocked priest Paul Shanley was convicted of raping and 

fondling a boy numerous times at his Roman Catholic parish. The activities had begun when the child was 6. 

Crime File 9.5 summarizes some of the findings of a report commissioned by the U.S. Conference of Catholic 

Bishops on child sexual abuse by Catholic priests.

Although it is difficult to draw clear distinctions between abuse and molestation, this discussion 

focuses on child molesting, which primarily involves the sexual abuse of children or minors who are past 

puberty. A child is defined in most states as one who has not yet reached puberty, or age 12 or 14, depending 

on the state.

Pedophiliacs or child molesters are those who have sexual relations with children. Many myths exist about 

child molesters. Some common myths are that molesters are usually strangers, molesters will be caught and 

jailed, and children quickly get over the emotional harm of having been molested. In reality, most molesters, 85 

percent, are known to the child and his or her family. Most are not caught and, if apprehended, are likely to be 

treated leniently. Fewer than 10 percent of convicted felon child molesters go to prison. One offender claims that 

psychiatrists will generally release them as long as they do not appear to be “mad dogs”(ABC, 1983a) because 

Video
The Cleveland abductions
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such offenders are assumed to be mentally ill, and they are permitted to plead to lesser offenses, even though 

victims of child molesters report long-term psychological damage as a result of such incidents. Pressure groups 

such as SLAM—Society for Laws Against Molesters—are lobbying for stricter laws, insisting that repeat offend-

ers receive mandatory prison sentences consisting of a minimum of 4 to 8 years.

The typical act of child molesting involves an adult male and a female victim, usually 11 to 14 years of age. 

McCaghy (1976a) identified six types of child molesters:

1. High-interaction molesters, who have known the children for some time and usually perform or have 

performed genital fondling

2. Incestuous molesters, who take advantage of a child living in the same household

3. Asocial molesters, who are involved in illegal careers

4. Senile molesters, who are older, poorly educated offenders

5. Career molesters, who have persistent offense patterns involving child molestation

6. Spontaneous-aggressive molesters, who have had little previous contact with their victims and tend to 

commit their offenses in a physically forceful and unplanned way

Although high-interaction offenders represented only 10 percent of McCaghy’s sample, it is likely that they 

represent the majority of molesters. Because most are well known to the family and do not employ physical force, 

they are less likely to be charged with the offense. Although statistics are unreliable, in many cases of sexual child 

abuse the offenders are family members (Lanning, 2001).

One overlooked aspect of the rising rate of teen pregnancy is the fact that it is often an outcome of child 

abuse. One study by the Alan Guttmacher Institute found that 66 percent of teen mothers had children by men 

who were 20 or older. A 1992 Washington State study found 62 percent had been raped or molested before they 

became pregnant; the offenders’ mean age was 27.4 years. “Girls who become pregnant aren’t just amoral, pre-

mature tarts—they are prey” (J. Klein, 1996, p. 32). Enforcement of statutory rape laws would be a significant 

start toward addressing this crime.

Crime File 9.5

Child Sexual Abuse by Catholic Priests

A rising tide of charges against and convictions of Catholic priests for child sexual abuse persuaded the U.S. Confer-

ence of Bishops to commission John Jay College of Criminal Justice to undertake an objective national study of the 

phenomenon. Karen Terry was the principal investigator along with James Levine, who acted as coordinator. Accusa-

tions of molestation were found to have been made against 4,392 priests. This represented 4 percent of priests serving 

between the years 1950 and 2002. The number of people reporting having been abused by priests as children during 

that time equaled 10,667. The researchers were careful in devising a methodology that would assure confidentiality 

of both the diocese (which faced possible litigation) and the priests involved. The information was encrypted for each 

accused priest and then destroyed after analysis. Ninety-seven percent of the 202 dioceses participated by answering 

the researcher’s questionnaire.

Although some dioceses reported no cases of abuse, the estimate was as high as 24 percent of priests in one large 

diocese. Terry suggested that a victimization study of the Catholic population would provide a useful estimate of former 

abuse. Although the study led by Terry probably underestimated the problem, it represented an honest, objective 

attempt to assess the extent of a previously well-hidden issue.

FOR FURTHER THOUGHT

1. Search for articles that update the issue regarding Catholic priests and pedophilia.

Sources: “Pulling Back the Veil,” by B. Bullag, Chronicle of Higher Education, March 19, 2004, pp. A12–13; The Nature and Scope of  

Sexual Abuse of Minors by Catholic Priests and Deacons in the United States, 1950–2002, by K. Terry (New York: John Jay College of Criminal 

Justice, 2004).
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There have been other attempts to classify child molesters. Groth, Burgess, Birnbaum, and Gary (1978) describe 

two types: the regressed abuser and the fixated abuser. The regressed abuser is one who, having led a fairly normal 

sexual life, regresses to a sexual interest in children. A previously normal father who suddenly develops sexual 

interest in children would be an example. Fixated abusers have an early and strongly focused interest in children 

as sexual objects, often to the exclusion of any other type of adult sexual activity (Crewdson, 1988). Although there 

has been an increase in literature on the topics of sexual molestation, incest, and pedophilia, more such research is 

needed (Finkelhor, 1986; Holmes & Holmes, 2008; O’Brien, 1986; Terry, 2013; Vander & Neff, 1986).

In 1990, the McMartin preschool molestation trial ended with the acquittal of all the accused. Beginning 

with accusations that child molesting had taken place in 1983, and continuing through 3 years in court, it was 

one of the longest and costliest criminal proceedings in U.S. history. The trial may also have represented a moral 

panic and witch hunt. The jury finally concluded that the state’s children’s therapist put the child abuse charges 

into the children’s mouths through the therapist’s method of questioning the children (Rabinowitz, 1991). The 

children were believed to be vulnerable to leading questions and wishing to please adults with their answers  

(A. Hagedorn, 1991). Care must be taken lest we railroad the wrong people in our attempts to fight such abuse. 

One suggestion made in light of all the charges associated with child care centers is to have a national registry for 

background checks of child care providers that could be consulted in order to avoid hiring known child abusers.

Incest
Claims of childhood sexual abuse and incest by Roseanne Barr, Oprah Winfrey, La Toya Jackson, and former 

Miss America Marilyn Van Derbur Atler have opened the door for others to confront long-repressed, painful 

memories of such abuse.

Incest is related to child molestation, which, although varyingly defined by state or national laws, refers to 

the universal taboo prohibiting sexual relations or marriage between those who are defined as being too closely 

related either by blood or marriage. At issue in this discussion is not adult relations but forms of incest that 

represent a type of child molesting or sexual victimization in which an adult who is closely related to a child has 

sexual relations with the child.

The incidence of child sexual abuse by a natural parent is difficult to document, even though the American 

Humane Association has shown a sharp escalation in such statistics since the mid-seventies. D. Russell (1986) 

reports that sexual abuse by uncles is more prevalent than father–daughter incest and that incest by stepfathers 

is 7 times more likely than that by biological fathers. “The more ‘personal’ the relationship between the victim 

and the offender, the less likely a case of sexual abuse will be reported” (Cardarelli, 1988, p. 9).

Because mother–son incest is rare and brother–sister incest is unlikely to involve as gross an age disparity, 

father–daughter and father–son incestual relationships are the primary subject of this brief presentation. One 

study found the average age of female victims to be 10.2 years (Finkelhor, 1979). Incestual victimizations may be 

heterosexual or homosexual. Finkelhor found that, although brother–sister incest was by far the most common, 

father–daughter incest was most likely to come to the attention of authorities, perhaps because of its more traumatic 

impact on the family and the child (Goodwin, 1982; Janeway, 1981). Some factors associated with incest include high 

proportions of stepparent, foster, or adoptive parent relationships; family disorganization (J. D. Herman, 1981); low 

intelligence; alcoholism; and other types of personality disorganization. Although official reports of child batter-

ing tend to be more prevalent among low-income families, the American Humane Association Children’s Division 

(1984) reported that sexual abuse and incest are more evenly distributed among social classes. Linda Gordon and 

Paul O’Keefe (1984), in an analysis of historical records of family violence in the Boston area from 1800 to 1960, 

did not find that incest offenders were poorer, more alcoholic, or sicker than other assailants. In addition, they 

questioned the assumption that such violators exhibited pathology or were under external socioeconomic stress.

Characteristics of Sex Offenders
Hans Toch (1979) summarizes much of the research conducted on characteristics of sex offenders:

�� Most offenders, far from being “sex fiends,” are rather minor offenders.

�� Only about 20 percent use force on their victims.

�� Untreated, convicted offenders tend to be recidivists in both sexual and nonsexual offenses, but in no 

greater proportions than nonsexual offenders.
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�� Though few offenders are psychopaths, many suffer from severe neurosis, borderline psychosis, or brain 

impairment, but most do not fit legal definitions of mental illness.

�� Most are emotionally immature and sexually constricted and inhibited, although those involved in rape 

and incest are more likely to be overimpulsive and oversexed.

�� Convicted statutory rapists and those involved in bestiality and incest are more likely to exhibit subnor-

mal intelligence.

�� The majority of offenders are young, unmarried, and from poor educational and social-class back-

grounds (p. 414; see also R. M. Holmes, 1983, 1991).

Robbery
Robbery involves theft through violence or the threat of violence. P. J. Cook (1983) describes robbery as the quint-

essential urban crime: the six largest cities in the United States experience one third of the nation’s robberies. 

Robbery is more concentrated in larger cities than any other crime.

For a number of years, Los Angeles has led all cities in the United States in bank robberies, accounting for 

one fifth of the national total (Florida and New York are runners-up). The city has a lot of new banks that are not 

built like many of the older fortress-like banks back East, and there are numerous convenient freeways for quick 

escape. Despite relatively low takes (the average heist in 2003 was $4,767); poor odds for success (85 percent 

of bank robbers are caught); stiff sentences (armed robbery carries a 25-year maximum); and easy detection 

because of witnesses, pictures, and police attention, many robbers are still not deterred. Bank robbers are not 

always the craftiest. One opened a bank account in his real name and then robbed the same bank. Another was 

mugged outside the bank he had just robbed and called the police to complain.

The typical robbery is rather minor. Most robberies are of individuals rather than of commercial establish-

ments and for amounts considerably less than one might assume. A disproportionate number of robbers are 

young black males, and a large proportion of victims are white males over 21. The unusual interracial nature of 

robbery, unlike other violent crimes, can be explained by the fact that robbers are primarily interested in money 

and adult white males are perceived as good targets. 

Perhaps the biggest cause of fear in victims of robbery is the risk of personal harm in street robberies. 

Roughly one third of victims are harmed to some degree, with 2 percent requiring inpatient hospital care. Feeney 

and Weir (1975) indicate that though resisting robbery greatly increases the possibility of suffering injury, 

screaming and yelling may cause the robber to quit and do not tend to increase the likelihood of harm. Many 

armed robbers are primarily interested in intimidating the victim and in fact may employ unloaded or even fake 

weapons, whereas unarmed robbers are far more likely to attack their victims.

In September 1992, a Maryland woman was dragged to her death by thieves stealing her car. They forced 

the woman from behind the steering wheel and threw her 2-year-old child, car seat and all, from the moving 

vehicle. In a newer variation of robbery called carjacking, armed car thieves approach occupied vehicles and 

commandeer them. Carjacking (robbery auto theft) is defined as completed or attempted robbery of a motor 

vehicle by a stranger to the victim. It differs from other vehicle theft because the victim is present and the thief 

uses or threatens force. Between 1993 and 2002, the NCVS estimates an average of 38,000 attempted or com-

pleted carjackings occurred in the United States. Half of these were successful (Klaus, 2004). Carjacking has been 

a federal crime since 1992. Some experts speculate that carjacking has increased in response to new antitheft 

devices, particularly on expensive automobiles.

Conklin’s Typology of Robbers
Conklin (1972) developed a typology of robbers based on interviews with 67 convicted robbers in 

Massachusetts prisons, as well as 90 victims. He classified robbers as professional, opportunist, addict, or 

alcoholic. Professional robbers have a long-term commitment to crime, their major source of livelihood. 

They are very rational about crime and plan their operations carefully. Opportunist robbers are the most 

common type of bandit. Having little commitment to, or specialization in, robbery, they are all-purpose 

property offenders. Their engagement in robbery is infrequent and relatively unplanned. Often young and 

from lower-class, minority backgrounds, such offenders usually operate in groups. Gabor and Normandeau 
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(1989), in studying armed robbers in Montreal, found that most did not fit the stereotype of the meticulous 

professional. Most were under 22 years of age, wore no disguise, and usually stole less than $100. Nearly half 

of the robbers either did not plan ahead at all or planned their robbery far less than an hour in advance. The 

robbers indicated that they viewed armed robbery as the fastest and most direct means of getting money 

compared with burglary and fraud. Younger robbers in particular claimed that they enjoyed the thrill, 

excitement, status, and feeling of power associated with the crime. In 2004, a Belfast, Ireland, bank robbery 

netted 22 million pounds (about $42 million at the time) and rivaled some of the biggest robberies in history. 

In the post–World War II chaos, $7.4 billion disappeared from the German Reichsbank. One billion dollars 

was robbed from Iraq’s Central Bank in 2003, and $168 million was taken from a British bank in Beirut by 

guerrillas in 1976 (“Big Belfast Heist,” 2004).

Addict robbers are addicted to substances such as heroin or other drugs and commit robbery to support 

their expensive habits. Most drug abusers are interested in safe and quick criminal gain and are less likely to 

be involved in robbery than in burglary and sneak thievery. Such offenders are less likely to use weapons and 

therefore more likely to use physical force as a means of intimidation. Alcoholic robbers have little commitment 

to robbery; they engage in unplanned robberies on occasion in order to support their habit. Many claim to have 

been intoxicated at the time of their offense.

Perhaps the most feared type of robber (though not a separate type) is the mugger, a “strong-arm” robber 

who generally does not use a weapon. Many muggers are semiprofessional; they do some planning and special-

ization, though not to the extent of the professional robber. Mugging, an American slang term for robbery, may 

refer to everything from purse snatching to brutalization or murder of the victims. Working in groups, muggers 

may start by carefully surveying the scene and the mark (victim). The actual techniques employed vary from 

the “yoke,” a method of grabbing the victim from behind around the neck, to the use of knives or guns to scare 

the victim. Young black offenders are more likely to commit purse snatches and street robberies, netting small 

amounts, whereas adult white offenders are more likely to participate in commercial robberies.

Richard Wright and Scott Decker, in Armed Robbers in Action: Stickups and Street Culture (1997), conducted 

field research on 86 uncaught robbers in St. Louis. They indicate the following:

The offenders in our study typically compel the cooperation of intended victims through the creation 

of a convincing illusion of impending death. They create this illusion by catching would-be victims off 

guard and then using tough talk, a fierce demeanor and the display of a deadly weapon to scare them 

into unquestioning compliance. (p. 128)

The armed robbers often chose to commit their crimes while under perceived pressure to continue illicit 

action, for example, gambling, drug use and drinking binges, or self-indulgent street culture. Most preyed 

on other local criminals, particularly drug dealers. Pressed for cash, most chose the first rather than the best 

available target. Not all offenders targeted such criminal victims; many chose law-abiding citizens. Carefully 

observing dress and demeanor of potential targets, they chose victims who were most likely to turn over their 

possessions without protest. This might explain why mostly black robbers chose white victims, whom they 

regard as less likely to offer resistance compared to black victims. This might also explain why robbery is the 

only interracial crime that often involves a black perpetrator and a white victim.

High robbery rates are not an inevitable product of urbanization in advanced capitalistic societies, as can be 

illustrated by Japan. In the late seventies, New York City had 11,000 robberies per million residents, and Tokyo 

had about 40 robberies per million (Nettler, 1982).

Crime File 9.6 reports on the robbery over 25 years ago of Boston’s Gardner Museum, an excellent example 

of a professional commercial robbery. On St. Patrick’s Day (March 18, 1990) robbers disguised as Boston police 

convinced security guards to admit them to the Gardner Museum. After duct taping the guards they made off 

with 13 works of art estimated to be worth $500 million, the largest private property theft in history. The paint-

ings have not been recovered to this day.

Domestic Violence
In our previous discussion, we indicated that one stands the greatest chance of being kicked, stabbed, shot, or 

otherwise brutalized within the refuge of one’s own home. Child abuse may include excessive physical assault, 
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neglect, and/or sexual molestation. Intimate partner violence usually involves physical assaults by men against 

women, although the reverse is not unheard of.

Child Abuse
Although corporal punishment is an approved-of disciplinary practice in many societies, child abuse is defined 

as excessive mistreatment, either physical or emotional, of children beyond any reasonable explanation (Kempe 

& Kempe, 1978). In 1996, another sad case of child abuse and death caught the public eye, the death of 6-year-old 

Elisa Izquierdo. Of particular concern was the failure of New York City’s child protection system. Rescuers who 

pulled little Elisa from her bed found deep red blotches, welts, and cigarette burns over her entire body; bruises 

near her kidney, face, and temples; and ghastly wounds around her genitals. Despite repeated expressions of 

concern in reports to child care workers by other family members, Elisa had been put in the care of her deranged 

mother. The mother believed the child was possessed by the devil.

A 1995 Gallup poll of 1,000 U.S. parents estimated that 5 percent of parents punish their children by punch-

ing, kicking, or throwing the child down, or hitting with a hard object on some part of the body other than the 

bottom. The poll also found that 1.3 million children were sexually abused. These figures are much higher than 

those cited by the National Center on Child Abuse and Neglect, which estimated over 200,000 victims of physi-

cal abuse and 130,000 victims of sexual abuse. The federal statistics are based on reported cases (Lewin, 1995).

The child batterer strikes the defenseless. Historically, he or she is exercising a traditional prerogative of 

parents. Infanticide was a parental privilege in many ancient societies, and childhood was simply not regarded 

as a particularly important stage in life. In the United States, it was not until 1866 that state protection of abused 

children began, using SPCA (Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals) authority for the removal of a 

child from an abusing household.

Crime File 9.6

The Gardner Museum Theft

In 2013 the FBI—along with Boston’s Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum and the U.S. Attorney’s Office in Massachu-

setts—asked for the public’s help in recovering artwork stolen from the museum more than two decades ago in what 

remains the largest property crime in U.S. history.

At a press conference, they announced:

“The FBI has made significant investigative progress in the search for the stolen art from the Isabella Stewart 

Gardner Museum,” said Richard DesLauriers, special agent in charge of the FBI’s Boston Field Office. “We’ve 

determined in the years after the theft that the art was transported to the Connecticut and Philadelphia regions. 

But we haven’t identified where the art is right now, and that’s why we are asking the public for help.”

“With these considerable developments in the investigation over the last couple of years,” said Special Agent 

Geoff Kelly, who heads the FBI investigation, “it’s likely over time someone has seen the art hanging on a wall, 

placed above a mantel, or stored in an attic. We want that person to call the FBI.”

Anthony Amore, the Gardner Museum’s chief of security, explained that the museum is offering a $5 million reward 

“for information that leads directly to the recovery of all of our items in good condition. What that means is that you don’t 

have to hand us the paintings to be eligible for the reward.” Amore added, “We hope that through this type of public 

campaign, people will see how earnest we are in our attempts to pay this reward and make our institution whole.”

Officials stressed that anyone with information about the artwork can contact the FBI, the museum, or the U.S. 

Attorney’s Office directly or through a third party. “An individual who wishes to protect his or her identity can go 

through an attorney and the reward can be paid through an attorney,” Amore said. “There is no shortage of ways to 

get information to us. We simply want to recover our paintings and move forward. This is the 23rd anniversary of the 

robbery,” he said. “It’s time for these paintings to come home.”

Source: The Gardner Museum Theft: Reward Offered for Return of Artwork, March 18, 2013. FBI.
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The extent of homicide and brutal assault and torture vented on child victims was illustrated by a study by 

Raffali (1970). Following up on 302 battered children reported by some New York City hospitals, he discovered 

that 1 year later, 35 had died and 55 had suffered permanent brain damage from their injuries. The fact that 

most instances are never reported to police or come to the attention of authorities would suggest a large “dark 

figure” of child abuse. Gelles and Straus (1979), in the first large survey of domestic abuse, put this statistic 

as high as 1.9 million per year who are physically abused. Replicated again in 1985, some reduction in child 

abuse was reported, although critics point to a change in methodology from interviews to telephone surveys as 

being responsible. A virtual statistical epidemic in reports of child abuse has occurred in the United States since 

the sixties, primarily because of increased efforts at detection and reporting. Emergency room personnel, for 

instance, receive special training in spotting the battered child syndrome, which includes a variety of symptoms 

such as lethargy; fear of parents; subdural hematoma (blood and swelling next to bones or skull); multiple bro-

ken bones demonstrating various stages of healing (thus multiple incidents); and suspicious bites, bruises, and 

the like that cannot be reasonably explained by parents (Fontana, 1973). It is important to note that more than 

half of the suspicious bites and bruises were unfounded; that is, the abuse was determined not to have taken 

place (Whitman, 1987). 

Studies of spouse and child batterers suggest a frightening although not inevitable link in which former child 

abuse victims grow up to become child or spouse abusers themselves. Not all abused children become scarred 

irreparably or turn into future abusers, but not surprisingly, many do. Researchers have found that the abused 

and neglected, particularly males, exhibit a higher frequency of arrest for adult violent offenses (J. Miller, 1989; 

Widom, 1989). Widom (1992) found that childhood abuse or neglect increased the odds of future delinquency 

or adult criminality by about 40 percent.

In addition to a history of abuse, some other characteristics of child abusers include family isolation from 

helping resources in periods of crisis, disappointment with the child, and some crisis that precipitates maltreat-

ment (Kempe & Kempe, 1978).

According to Bakan (1975), hostility toward children is generally associated with two age-maturity distor-

tions. First, the adult may ascribe to himself or herself the role of a younger person. Second, he or she may ascribe 

to the child a maturity beyond the child’s years. Studies of child abusers and their personality characteristics, 

however, are often plagued by post hoc error. Gelles (1977) indicates that psychological conditions identified as 

being present after an abuse incident tend to be viewed as the cause of the incident. Abusers are often described 

as being depressed and paranoid, but these conditions could be results of the incident rather than its cause.

Child battering may constitute assault or even homicide, but most cases in the United States are handled in 

family or juvenile courts as categories of child neglect or abuse. Such courts have an orientation toward reha-

bilitation rather than toward imposing penalties or imprisonment. Often children are removed from the home 

for their own protection and temporarily placed in foster homes until their parents are adjudged fit, but a major 

objective in the past has been to maintain the family unit. This could account for the one third of abused children 

who later suffered death or brain damage in Raffali’s (1970) study.

Austria, Croatia, Cyprus, Denmark, Finland, Italy, Latvia, Norway, and Sweden bar parents from spanking 

their children (Straus, 1999). Murray Straus, in his book Beating the Devil Out of Them: Corporal Punishment in 

American Families (1994), indicates that, though working as a sanction in the short run, corporal punishment 

increases the probability of violence and future crime.

Intimate Partner Violence
Despite the fact that ex–football star O. J. Simpson won his criminal case and was found not guilty of the murders 

of his ex-wife Nicole Brown Simpson and Ron Goldman, tape recordings of a 911 call for assistance by Nicole, as 

well as pictures and police testimony, documented Simpson’s history of battering Nicole. This history was also a 

factor in the civil action brought against him by the Brown and Goldman families. That wrongful death suit was 

successful, and Simpson was ordered to pay several million dollars in damages. This called public attention to 

the widespread nature of an all-too-common form of violence: spouse battering.

Straus, Gelles, and Steinmetz (1980) claim a “sexual symmetry” in intimate partner violence: that men and 

women are equally likely to batter each other. The conventional wisdom at the time assumed the male to be the 

major aggressor. In a 1975 survey and again in a 1985 national survey, Straus and Gelles (1986) found men and 

women about equally likely to be the assailant. In a more extreme view, Thibault (1992) even claims that anti-

male, sexist stereotypes tend to ignore female-initiated violence, giving women a license to batter their children 
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and male partners in the home. Even if this is the case, violence by 

men tends to cause more serious injury to victims than does vio-

lence by women. Studies such as “The Marriage License as a Hitting 

License” (Straus et al., 1980) and “The Family as a Cradle of Violence” 

(Steinmetz & Straus, 1978) illustrate the intimate nature of intrafam-

ily violence, particularly with respect to intimate partner violence.

Although family conflict studies show equal rates of domestic 

assault by men and women, victimization and clinical studies show 

much higher rates of assault by men (M. P. Johnson, 1995). Other 

studies have shown that much of women’s violence really consists 

of self-defense or fighting back (DeKeseredy, Saunders, Schwartz, 

& Alvi, 1997). The NCVS estimates that in 2010 about 907,000 inti-

mate partner crimes were committed by current or former spouses, 

boyfriends, or girlfriends. About 85 percent of such crimes were 

committed against women.

From 1994 to 2010, the overall rate of intimate partner violence in the United States declined by 64 percent, 

from 9.8 victimizations per 1,000 persons age 12 or older to 3.6 per 1,000. In 1998, women represented almost 

3 out of 4 victims of the 1,830 murders by intimate partners in the United States (Rennison & Welchans, 2000). 

Whereas men are killed by women in self-defense, the greatest danger to women is when they decide to leave an 

abusive relationship. The men are the pursuers, not the defenders.

Some of the reasons for the decline in intimate partner homicide may be better police and prosecution 

procedures, greater female participation in the workforce, better services for victims, and better legal advo-

cacy including protection-from-abuse orders (Dugan, Nagin, & Rosenfeld, 2000). Later age at marriage could 

be added to this list.

In their self-report survey of 2,143 husbands and wives, Straus et al. (1980) indicate that 1 out of every 

6 couples admitted having done one of the following in the past year: threw something at a spouse, pushed, 

grabbed, shoved, slapped, kicked, bit, hit with fist or other object, beat up, or threatened with or used a knife or 

gun against the spouse. In line with our discussion in Chapter 4 of victim precipitation of many assaults, they 

found the most common situation was one in which both spouses used violence, although husbands employed 

the most dangerous and injurious forms of violence and were greater repeaters. Often family members such as 

women and older persons, who are generally thought of as victims, become assailants and spontaneously strike 

back, sometimes with lethal consequences (Kratcoski, 1988; Kuhl, 1985).  

Traditionally in Western society, “a man’s home is his castle,” and wife beating has been the prerogative of 

the “master of the house,” as has abuse of children. In codifying common law in the eighteenth century, English 

jurist William Blackstone determined “a rule of thumb” for wife abuse. Though Somers (1994) claims it is a 

fable, under this rule a husband had the right to physically discipline an errant wife as long as the stick used was 

no thicker than his thumb (Straus & Gelles, 1986). Many traditional societies approved of husbands murdering 

their wives for serious transgressions such as adultery, although the double standard did not permit the reverse.

Although the list is subject to post hoc error, G. Newman (1979) identified the following as characteristic of 

wife abusers:

�� Alcohol abuse

�� Hostility

�� Dependence on their wives

�� Excessive brooding over trivial events

�� Belief in societal approval of battering

�� Economic problems

�� A sudden burst of anger

�� Present military service

�� Having been a battered child

A study by the Police Foundation (1977) found that, in the 2 years preceding a domestic assault or homicide, 

the police had been at the address of the incident five times or more in half of the cases. In the Minneapolis 

Domestic Violence Experiment (Sherman & Berk, 1984), a randomized field experiment demonstrated that 

arrested domestic offenders were about half as likely to commit repeat violence as nonarrested offenders. 
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Replications of this experiment indicated that the effect varied by marital status and employment status as well 

as race of the perpetrator. The experiment certainly illustrated that there are things police can do to intervene 

in and prevent family violence (Berk & Newton, 1985; Binder & Meeker, 1988).

Elder Abuse
With longer life expectancies and, consequently, larger populations of the elderly in modern societies, a grow-

ing problem of abuse of the elderly has presented itself. Koenig noted in 1991 that our knowledge of elder abuse 

was probably where our knowledge of child and intimate partner violence had been two or three decades before. 

Elder abuse may involve physical, sexual, or emotional abuse; neglect or desertion; or taking and misusing an 

elderly person’s money or property. In 2008, an estimated 2.1 million older Americans were victims of physical, 

psychological, or other forms of abuse or neglect. These were reported cases. It is estimated that there may be 5 

times as many unreported cases (“Elder Abuse,” 2008).

Criminal Careers of Violent Offenders
Conservative writers in the early 1990s predicted a massive wave of violent superpredators. Bennett, DiIulio, 

and Walters, in Body Count: Moral Poverty and How to Win America’s War on Crime (1996), predicted that the 

United States was about to experience unprecedented violence, blaming this on moral poverty rather than job-

lessness, racism, and inequality. Not only did their forecast never come true, but crime declined the most in the 

very areas they predicted would be the worst. Most violent offenders, such as murderers, assaulters, and forcible 

rapists, do not have criminal careers or extensive backgrounds in and commitment to violent crime as a major 

component of their lives. Most do not view themselves as criminals nor associate with other criminals. The 

major exceptions to this are people incarcerated for robbery, whose crimes, except for their violence, resemble 

those of conventional property criminals.

As seen in Chapter 3, various cultural and subcultural values and attitudes regarding violence have an 

impact on the relative frequency of violent crimes and their prevalence in various countries, regions within 

countries, urban or rural areas, social classes, races and ethnic groups, ages, and sexes.

Culture of Violence
Entire cultures can have a predisposition toward the use of violence to resolve grievances—a culture of violence. 

Due to a lack of centralized law enforcement in the last century, areas such as Sardinia and Sicily were charac-

terized by vendettas, which required personal revenge for wrongs against oneself or one’s kin. In some cases, 

whole families killed each other off, responding in kind to the need to avenge past harm to relatives. In addition, 

in the 1950s the nation of Colombia experienced what has been called violencia Colombiana, in which during 

a 10-year period 200,000 persons were killed in a nation of only 10 million, an astounding rate of 1 out of every 

50 Colombians. In the 1980s, Colombia had a homicide rate estimated at an unbelievable 8 times the U.S. rate 

(Rosenberg, 1991). Moreover, Wolfgang and Ferracuti (1967) claim that in the 1960s in Mexico City, the risk of 

death from homicide was greater than the risk of death from bombing during the London Blitz in World War II. 

With the collapse of communism in Albania, vendettas have returned to that country, most of them involving 

family feuds over land reform. Local blood feuds going back as far as the fifteenth-century Ottoman Empire have 

been rekindled. In the past, such violence was officially approved, and avengers received light sentences (Post 

& Field, 1992).

Subculture of Violence
Marvin Wolfgang and Franco Ferracuti (1967), in their now-classic The Subculture of Violence, refer to the “cul-

ture within a culture” that exists among some ethnic and lower-class groups and demonstrates favorable atti-

tudes toward the use of violence as a means of resolving interpersonal grievances. In such subcultures, violence 

is viewed as a necessary means of upholding one’s masculinity: “Quick resort to physical combat as a measure 
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of daring, courage, or defense of status appears to be a cultural expectation, especially for lower socioeconomic 

class males of both races” (Wolfgang & Ferracuti, 1967, p. 189). The southern United States has traditionally 

had higher rates of homicide than other regions of the country. This has led some to view the region as imbued 

with a subculture of violence. Not coincidentally, the South also has the highest rates of firearm ownership. A 

rival explanation for the higher murder rates in the South may relate to the fact that poorer emergency medical 

services exist there than in other regions of the country (Doerner, 1988; Doerner & Speir, 1986).

A basic tenet of the subculture of violence thesis is that in such subcultures, violence is not viewed as undesir-

able conduct, and little guilt or disapproval is experienced when aggression is used. H. S. Erlanger (1974), in an 

empirical assessment of this concept, indicates the surprising lack of examples in the ethnographic literature, 

citing Liebow’s (1967) Tally’s Corner and Whyte’s (1955) Street Corner Society as examples. Other such literature, 

which he does not cite, certainly does lend credibility to the theory—for example, J. Allen’s (1977) Assault With 

a Deadly Weapon and C. Brown’s (1964) Manchild in the Promised Land. In a reanalysis of data originally gath-

ered for the President’s Commission on Violence, Erlanger concludes that on attitudinal measures of approval 

or disapproval of violence, lower-class and minority groups were no different from the general society and 

that the social and economic deprivation experienced by these groups is primarily a result of social structural  

factors—for example, poverty and racism—rather than the product of group pathology. In essence, though there 

is no greater attitudinal approval of violence, the lack of sophistication with respect to other means of resolving 

grievances results in higher rates of violent behavior. Other researchers have indicated that blacks and Latinos 

have lower tolerance of violence than the general population. However, as Shoemaker and Williams (1987) note, 

“Demographic and residential variables explained more of the variance in violence tolerance and experiences 

with violence than did ethnic background” (p. 464).

Luckenbill (1991) and Best and Luckenbill (1982) propose a model of murders as “character contests” in 

which the parties involved attempt to save face and demonstrate character at each other’s expense. The stages of 

this character contest involve the following (Savitz, Kumar, & Zahn, 1991, pp. 20–21):

�� A personal offense (statement or gesture) in which a person feels that he or she has lost face  

(self-image)

�� An assessment that interprets the action as offensive

�� Retaliation or demonstration of strength of character (“face”) by showing anger or contempt

�� A working agreement that violence is an appropriate means of settling the matter

�� A battle in which the offender has or obtains a weapon and attacks the victim

�� Termination, when the target falls and the contest is over

In examining a sample of murders, Savitz et al. (1991) conclude that over half of the killings fit Luckenbill’s 

model, although many cases lacked sufficient detail to establish whether they do or not.

Luckenbill and Doyle (1989), as an addendum to this model, propose the hypothesis that “disputatiousness” 

(likelihood of being offended or seeking reparation through protest) increases if a person is attacked by an equal 

in a public place.

Machismo, the code of conduct requiring that males defend their sense of honor, is particularly virulent 

in Latin American cultures. In Brazil, for instance, some courts until recently refused to convict husbands of 

killing unfaithful wives, although the reverse did not apply. The view is that a man should not be punished for 

defending his honor. Bourgois (1988) describes a “culture of terror” in the underground drug economies of U.S. 

central cities in which regular displays of violence are necessary for success in the street-level, drug-dealing 

world. What outsiders view as senseless violence may be viewed as public relations, “a curriculum vita that 

proves their capacity for effective violence and terror” (n.p.).

Career Criminals and Violent Offenders
Petersilia, Greenwood, and Lavin (1977), basing their research on interviews with 49 incarcerated robbers, 

found that such individuals committed roughly 214 offenses apiece, although these crimes were nonspecialized 

and were just as likely to involve conventional, nonviolent property crime as they were to involve violence. They 

divided career criminals into two types: the intensives and the intermittents.

Intensives have continuing criminal involvement from an early age and commit on the average 51 crimes per 

year. Intermittents are irregular in their offense patterns, committing an average of 5 crimes per year, generally 
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with lower takes from their victims. In a previously discussed longitudinal study of Philadelphia delinquents 

by Wolfgang, Figlio, and Sellin (1978), it was indicated that roughly 6 percent of the 1945 male birth cohort were 

chronic offenders, accounting for 52 percent of all the crimes committed by this group. Chaiken and Chaiken 

(1982), in Varieties of Criminal Behavior, used self-reports and official records in a survey of 2,200 inmates in 

California, Michigan, and Texas, in which they identified violent predators who commit a highly disproportion-

ate amount of crime, consisting of a combination of robbery, assault, and drug dealing. These criminals began 

taking drugs as juveniles; committed violent crimes before age 16; were addicted to multiple drugs; and perpe-

trated an exceptionally high level of robberies, property crimes, and assaults in order to support their addic-

tions. Most were unmarried, had few other family obligations, and were irregularly employed. Their distinctive 

characteristic was multiple drug use, for example, heroin with barbiturates or alcohol or amphetamines with 

alcohol. The California inmates who had been addicted admitted to, on the average, 34 robberies, 68 burglaries, 

and 72 thefts per year, whereas the same figures for those not using drugs were 2, 3, and 8 per year.

Societal Reaction
As our discussion has suggested, most violent crime is intimate; a large proportion of violent offenders are not 

career criminals, and their crimes reflect situational or subcultural reactions to interpersonal disputes. Studies 

indicate that a high proportion of crimes are committed by a small portion of the criminal population, the 

chronic or career offenders. Therefore, social policies to identify and specially process these career criminals 

hold much promise. The creation of special career criminal bureaus by police departments and district attorney 

offices, using computerized information on up-to-date offense records that are shared with the courts, can assist 

in preventing such career felons from slipping through the cracks in the system.

As previously cited, a Police Foundation (1977) survey in Kansas City found that in the 2 years preceding 

an assault or homicide, police had answered calls about domestic disturbances in 85 percent of the cases and 

at least 5 times in half of the cases. Subsequent replication studies specified that the use of arrest depended on 

offender characteristics such as race, unemployment, and marital status. Thus, early use of crisis intervention 

teams could help reduce the high rates of domestic violence. Social programs related to substance abuse and 

family crisis intervention address two key components of the violence equation.

A key explanatory variable in elucidating the very high interpersonal violence rates in the United States 

compared to other developed countries is the widespread availability and ownership of handguns. Although the 

majority of the population favors stricter legislation and control, the public has remained relatively passive in 

this regard. Until strong, active public pressure is felt, Americans will continue to murder one another at a rate 

that bewilders most of the civilized world.

Violent crime, particularly by strangers, has had a profound impact on urban life in the United States. In 

many respects, urban wastelands, including some downtown areas in the evening hours, are grim reminders of 

an erosion of the urban vitality that is the hallmark of civilized societies. Until society can control violent crime, 

our culture will fail to realize its full potential.

Theory and Crime
The application of various theoretical explanations to areas of violent crime offers many opportunities for the 

criminologist to explain criminality in individuals as well as in society. See if you can use your own creativity 

and imagination in applying some of the theories that we have learned to specific crime and criminality. If we 

examine theories related to the subculture of violence or culture of violence, we gain explanation in understand-

ing why some cultures have high levels of violence whereas others are nonviolent. Similarly, some subcultures, 

such as in the southern United States or lower-class African American subcultures, have higher violent crime 

rates than other groups. These values and attitudes are learned as part of group membership and are reflected in 

different behavior than that for other groups.

Many of the biological and psychological theories of crime have the greatest explanatory power when applied 

to individual cases and particularly to multiple murderers. Charles Manson, for example, was an antisocial 

personality. Not knowing who his father was, he was the son of a teenage prostitute who shuffled him between 
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various family members during his youth. He had spent most of his life in reformatories or jails and as a young 

adult emerged as a sociopath, lacking the warmth, love, and emotional equipment of other adults. Other multiple 

murderers exhibit similar biological and/or psychological deficits. A lot of Freudian theory seems to apply to the 

abnormal psychosexual childhood socialization of these individuals.

Much of the high violent crime rate in the United States consists of domestic violence, which is often dictated 

by alcohol, drugs, and poor conflict resolution skills. The majority of violent offenders are not career criminals 

but reflect situational or subcultural reactions to interpersonal disputes. Social programs related to substance 

abuse and family conflict resolution skills hold much promise in reducing this type of violence.

Many criminological theories provide interesting explanations of crime and crime commission but lack 

sufficient applied, empirically verifiable explanations that work in reducing crime. Chapter 2 discussed the 

attempt to examine what works in criminal justice and criminology and the attempt to isolate applied programs 

as evidence-based programs.

Summary
Violence is an ignominious blot on the history of civilization, particularly in the twentieth and early twenty-

first centuries. Some writers claim that violence is instinctual in humans, but most social scientists view it as a 

culturally learned phenomenon. The National Commission on the Causes and Prevention of Violence identified 

six factors that may explain the high level of violence in the United States: the Declaration of Independence, the 

frontier experience, immigrant competition, fear of government power, movement from rural to urban or indus-

trial centers, and relative deprivation amid affluence. Violence has also been intimately tied to major historical 

changes throughout U.S. history, although other young countries have had similar experiences.

Brief accounts of murder and mayhem of the past indicate that horrible, violent criminals of the present such 

as Charles Whitman, Wayne Williams, and Manson are not mere modern aberrations. Multiple murders may 

take the form of serial murder, mass murder, or spree murder.

Victim precipitation is common in many violent crimes. Mendelsohn’s types of victims include the completely 

innocent victim, one with minor guilt, one who is as guilty as the offender, one who is more guilty than the offender, 

the victim as most guilty, and the imaginary victim. Conrad’s typology of violent offenders includes culturally 

violent offenders, criminally violent offenders, pathologically violent offenders, and situationally violent offenders.

The close relationship between homicide and assault was described; in the case of the former, the victim dies. 

Homicides have the highest clearance rate by police because of their serious nature, the presence of witnesses, 

and the high priority they are given. Rape statistics have been notoriously underreported but have improved in 

accuracy as a result of better support for victims.

The overall trend in homicide in the United States has been a decline after a peak in 1933, a rise in the sixties, 

and new highs from the seventies to the present. The dip in the forties and fifties may actually have been due to 

CRIME & THE MEDIA 9.1
Violent Crime and the Media

Much media coverage of violent crime spreads fear that the greatest danger out there consists of 
out-of-control youth and that the criminal justice system is ineffectual in controlling such crime. In fact, 
the greatest danger consists of acquaintances and domestic violence, which probably makes a far less 
popular subject matter.
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better medical treatment procedures, which masked a rise in potentially lethal violent assaults. Fragmentary 

historical evidence suggests even higher rates prior to 1933. The United States has by far the highest homicide 

rate among economically developed countries, although this rate is lower than that of many developing coun-

tries. Domestic homicide in the United States in the twentieth century exceeded the combined fatalities of every 

war the country has ever fought.

Patterns of violent crime indicate perpetration and victimization associated with large cities, males, youths, 

the lower class, and inner-city blacks. Unlike robbery, most violent crime occurs between intimates. A large 

proportion of violent crimes are committed by repeaters. Some relationship between social inequality and homi-

cide rates is suggested. Surprisingly, one’s own home is the most likely setting for one’s murder, and intimates or 

acquaintances are the most likely perpetrators. Alcohol consumption has a high association with violent crimes 

such as homicide, assault, and rape, and particularly with vehicular homicide. Factors associated with the typi-

cal homicide include a backdrop of cultural or subcultural traditions of violence, personal dispute, alcohol, and 

guns, the last being the most telling.

Workplace violence is now the second leading cause of occupational fatalities. The United States has the larg-

est armed civilian population in the world, and a relationship between firearm possession and homicide rate is 

strongly suggested.

Estrich (1987) distinguishes between “real rape” (aggravated, involving violence) and “simple rape” (all 

other types).

Past reluctance to report rape has been due to stigma, sexist treatment by the criminal justice system, prosecu-

torial invasion of privacy, and shifting the burden of proof onto the victim. Increased reporting has been spurred 

by victim centers, female officers, better trained police, and changes in the law. Rapists are generally young, lower-

class, unmarried, and disproportionately black. Other analysis suggests that victims underreport rapes by offend-

ers whom they know, in which case rape may more closely resemble most other violent crimes. Factors involved 

in most rapes are violent values, machismo, sexist views of women as legitimate victims, conducive dating-game 

circumstances, and alcohol. There is little argument that rape is a violent crime, regardless of offender motivation. 

Many typologies of rapists suffer from after-the-fact analysis and post hoc error. More research is needed.

Robbery rates show great recent increases according to the UCR but stability according to victim surveys. 

Robbery is more likely to be interracial and to involve strangers than other violent crimes, although official 

statistics overlook large numbers of juvenile offenders and victims.

The majority of robberies do not involve direct physical harm, although strong-arm robbery (mugging) and 

victim resistance (other than screaming) increases its likelihood. Conklin’s typology of robbers includes profes-

sional, opportunist (the most common), addicted, and alcoholic robbers.

Recent research has suggested that arrest of domestic assaulters can deter repeat offenses, at least for certain 

types of assaulters. The largest “dark figure” of violent crime has been spouse and child abuse; there has been a 

virtual statistical epidemic of such crimes since the sixties. Although post hoc error also operates in this area, it 

appears that many of those abused as children are likely to become future abusers.

Most violent offenders do not make a career of such violations and have little commitment to crime. Cultures or 

subcultures of violence may serve to reinforce predispositions to use violence in resolving grievances. Wolfgang and 

Ferracuti’s subculture of violence thesis is used to explain the disproportion of such crimes among certain lower-

class minorities and the high rates in the U.S. South. Violent predators who are persistent offenders are labeled 

career criminals; they are responsible for a disproportionate number of crimes of violence. Programs to identify, 

isolate, and expedite incarceration of such offenders are viewed as a promising strategy to decrease the rate of vio-

lent crime. Recent research suggests a variety of types and patterns of career criminality. Better programs in family 

crisis intervention, alcohol treatment, and career offender rehabilitation are viewed as trends in societal reactions.
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KEY CONCEPTS  Review key terms with eFlashcards. 

Assault 215

Child abuse 229

Culture of violence 232

Gun control 220

Intimate partner violence 230

Mass murder 212

Minneapolis Domestic Violence 

Experiment 231

Post hoc error 223

Serial murder 211

Spree murder 212

Subculture of violence 233

Workplace violence 217

REVIEW QUESTIONS  Test your understanding of chapter content. Take the practice quiz. 

 1. One of the explanations for the United States having higher 

violent crime rates than other developed countries is that we 

have had an extensive history of violence, some would say a 

culture of violence. Discuss this theory.

 2. Discuss the three types of multiple murder and give exam-

ples of each.

 3. Discuss the nature and characteristics of workplace violence.

 4. Discuss the pros and cons of gun control. What side of this 

issue do you tend to favor? Defend your choice.

 5. What explains the greater willingness of women to report 

rape in the United States? What explains the growing recog-

nition of acquaintance rape?

 6. What is the claimed sexual symmetry of interpersonal vio-

lence? Do you agree with this notion? Explain.

 7. Discuss the subculture of violence thesis. Give some exam-

ples of countries, regions, and places where this is found.

 8. What were some of the findings of the Secret Service study of 

school shooters?

 9. Discuss some of the findings of Wright and Decker with 

respect to armed robbers.

10. What patterns do you see in the international comparisons 

of murder, robbery, and rape? What do you think explains 

these differences?

WEB SOURCES

Armed Robbery Training Manual

http://www.armedrobbery.com

Child Abuse Prevention Network

http://www.child-abuse.com

Domestic Violence Handbook

http://www.domesticviolence.org

Homicide Research Working Group

http://homicideworkinggroup.cos.ucf.edu

Internet Crime Archives of Mass Murderers

http://www.mayhem.net/Crime/archives.html

WEB EXERCISES

Using this chapter’s web sources, explore the topic of violent crime.

1. What is the Homicide Research Working Group? 2. What is featured on the Armed Robbery Training Manual?
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